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ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS WITH
MS. DORIS J. PAYNE

September 2 and 27, 1999
London, West Virginia

Interviewers: Rita Wicks-Nelson, Ph.D. and Ancella Radford Bickley, Ed.D.
Transcriptionist: Julie Lewis

RW-N : We're with Ms. Doris Payne today in London, West Virginia. Ancella Bickley and Rita

Wicks-Nelson are interviewing. Right. Ms. Payne, would you begin by telling us, uh, the name of
this community center? We've called it various things on another tape and we wanted to
straighten that out.
DP: The office -- the official name is Washington High Memorial Community Education Center.

RW-N: And the bµilding has started out as Washington High School.
DP: When it was built, (RW-N: When it was built.) it was Washington High School.

RW-N: And then it went to ...
DP: Went to Grant Junior High (RW-N: Uh-huh) and then to Grant Elementary. (RW-N: And

then became ... ) Then it, then it was -- uh, when they consolidated and they stopped having
school :here, so the building was empty, vacant for like 2 years.
RW-N: And now it's essentially a community center.
DP: Now it's a community center.
AB: When it was named Washington, for whom was it named?
DP : Booker T. Washington.

AB: For Booker T. Washington. (DP: Mmm-hmm)
RW-N: The interviews that we do are, are quite general, although there's certain topics that we

often get to anyhow, but if not, when we come back and see you the second time, we'll ask you
(DP Mmm-hmm) some specific questions. Um, it's often easier, however, to start at the
beginning (DP : Okay) of one's life and so, if you will, give us your name, your birth date, place
of birth, and we'll talk about your family and then go from there.
DP My name is Doris Jean Payne. And I am the daughter of Andrew and Nanny, Nancy Payne is

her name, but we called her Nanny, everybody called her Nanny . And I have, I had uh, 4 -- 3
sisters and a brother. And I was born on July 23

rd

,

1930. And I was born at home. And uh, in

fact, all of us were born at home and some of the grandchildren were born at home. And, um, and
I live in the same house that I was born in now.

RW-N: Have you always lived in that house aside from going to college?
DP: Uh, yes, but uh, I, I worked in Logan for 10 years and I would come home like on
,.

weekends . (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) But I've always lived there.

AB : Would you give us the names of your siblings, please?
DP: Yes, uh, Louise is the oldest, Nancy Louise. And Andrew Celester, Junior, he's next oldest.

AB: "Celester," would you spell that for us?
DP: C-e+e-s-t-e-r. And uh, although my father didn't have a middle name, they still named him
Andrew Celester, Junior. And uh, Aluase Costella and then, uh, I'm, I'm next. And then, uh,
Ruth Jeanette Payne.

AB : And which of your siblings are still living?
DP: All of them are living except my sister Costella. She's in the very middle . She's, she's the
only one, everyone else is living.

RW-N: When did you lose her?
DP : In 19 and uh, '90, in April of 1990 she died before my mother.

AB : And do all of them live here in, uh, this area?
DP: No, Louise and Andrew live here . We all live in the same community. Uh, and my sister
Ruth who is youngest lives in, uh, Baltimore, Maryland . She' s been out there since, um, well
when she first, she, when she first finished college. She couldn't get a job so she went to the
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Virgin Islands and stayed for a year and taught, taught over there until my father died . And when
my father died then she came back home after she finished that school year and, and then she went
to Baltimore to teach after uh, uh, after a period where she couldn't find a job here in West
Virginia. She wanted in to live in West Virginia, but she couldn't find a job. So we went to, uh,
she went to, uh, Logan where I was teaching, to fill out a position for someone who had taken a
leave. And so when she finished that leave then there wasn't anything for her to do here. She
couldn't find a job so she went job hunting and she ended up in Baltimore.

RW-N: So how many of your, um, of the children in your family are teachers or have been
teachers?
DP: The 3 ofus. Louise, Ruth, and myself My brother was a coal miner and Ruth, and uh,

Costella was an automobile -- she worked in an automobile factory in Flint, Michigan. She lived
in Flint, Michigan for about 25 years. And she worked there and then when she retired, she
retired on disability and she came home to stay after she retired .
AB : Uh, your parents, where were your parents from, uh, Doris?
DP : My parents were from Goochland County, Virginia.

RW-N: What county is that?
DP: That Goochland County. It's about . . . [overlapping voices]

RW-N: Could you spell that?
DP: [chuckles] G, G-o-o-c-h-1-a-n-d. And that ' s next to Henrico County, which is where

Richmond is located, I think They ' re about 30 miles east of, uh, of Richmond, Virginia and so
they both came from the same place. My dad, my mother came from what you call Goochland,
my dad came from a place, uh, and I know the section, I can't remember the name of that place. I
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don't know if that was Powhatan or what, but it was close by . You didn't, he didn't call it
Powhatan, he called it something else and I can't recall that name right at this present time. But
they were not far apart, like I'd say IO country miles. That's the way they expressed it, you
know. And he, he lived -- my mother lived closer to the main highway than my dad did.

They

lived back in the, in country, like on a farm . Both of them lived on farms , but his was farther back
in the inland area rather than -- my mother lives closer to the highway.

RW-N: Did your, uh, grandparents own their farms or rent the land? Do you know that?
DP: Yeah, my grandfather -- well, my, my, my mother's dad -- my mother's family inherited their

land from their father who, who died. And my mother, my grandmother, uh, when, when, when
my, when my grandfather died, my grandmother, the, the rest of the brothers and sisters deeded
some oqhe proper . . . They divided and gave her his share of the property. And so it was, it was
inherited for a long -- it was inherited till my aunt died . Uh, when, uh, when my Aunt Mary, who

.

.

[West Vfv\1~i11.)

.

.

. ..

.

hved m Cedar Grovelt one time, but when she died, she was m Virg1rua; she'd gone there to hve
with my grandmother. So they gave, they turned the home over to her and so then, with her son.
Then they sold it when, when my aunt died, my aunt's son died.

AB: So they were always property owners?
DP: Yes, they've always been property owners. (AB: On both sides? Both your mother's

side ... ) On both sides, my mot~er's and my father's sides. Now my father, my -- both of them
ran mills. My grandfather, my daddy ' s father, was, uh, his, his, his daddy, my grandfather' s
daddy, was a, a, a Charles Payne. He was a, a slave master. So my grandfather -- when he died,
he deeded my grandfather and his other slave children, he deeded them each the property that they
lived on. So my daddy lived on property adjacent to -~ his daddy' s property was adjacent to one
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of his uncle's property. So, and they were very close in, in that area. And, uh, and he gave my
grandfather a, uh, mill so that he had an occupation aside from farming also he had a mill that he
ran. And, and, uh, my grandmother's, my mother's people, uh, my daddy -- her daddy had a mill
too. And I can't, I can't sort out in my mind; one of them did grain and the other did something,
uh, molasses or something. So I'm not sure which is which, but I think my daddy's people had
the grain mill and my mother's daddy must have had the, had the, uh, the molasses mill . But they
both had mills in, in addition to their fanning .
AB: Let me see ifl understand this now. Your grandfather was a slave, and his -- the slave

owner was his father. (DP: Yes.) And the slave owner settled some land on his slave children.
(DP : Yes.) And your grandfather then, in addition to having, uh, that piece ofland was also gi~ a
/\

mill by (PP : By his father.) by his father who was a slave owner whose name was Payne?
DP: His name was Payne, Humphrey Payne. We took, he took the name of the slave owner.

And his name was Humphrey Payne. And he' s, and my grandmother was a, was a, an African
American and she, uh, -- that's on my father ' s side -- she, uh, she was a Turner. So we, so those
2 families were our [inaudible] background now. We have not been able to trace our
grandmother's family, but -- and I really haven't done what I should have done, which I intend to
do up on my grandfather's side because we, we go back as far as him -- He was an Englishman.
Uh, (AB : This is Humphrey Payne?) Charles Payne. Charles Payne was an Englishman.
A B: Charles Payne was the father of Humphrey Payne. Humphrey was your grandfather?
DP: Humphrey was my grandfather. Humphrey was, looked like a white man. I tell you who he

looked like too, he looked just like Frederick Douglass, just exactly like him. And, and, only he
was fa -- uh, my, my -- I had a cousin who li ved -- they all died young. All my daddy' s people
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died young. But I had one cousin who, who was, uh, who was, uh, lived to be 95, a lady. And
her mother died when she was about 5 years old. And so she lived with her grandparents. So
when I asked her -- cause we couldn't find out a lot of information after my mother died which
we didn't really get our mother to, down on tape like this and, uh, and then so we, I asked her,
and she said, and so I asked her describe our grandfather and she said he looked like a white man.
Said he, no, she didn't say he looked like, she said he was a white man. But I know that he
wasn't a white -- so -- cause of what my daddy told me, but, um, and, and so that's how that got
to be.
AB : So, uh, Humphrey is your grandfather and he had some land and some of his brothers also

had land given them by Charles Payne, who was this white English father of theirs: "(DP : Mmmhmm) Uh, and they, they don't know who their mother was or did they?
;

DP: They don't know who their mother was. Yeah, they do. Uh, uh, wait a minute They don't
know who, there's no record that I can find of, of, uh, of Humphrey's mother.
AB: That's your grandfather?

DP: That's my grandfather. There's no record, the one who's Charles Payne's son. They, there's
no record of their mother [RW-N: But you ... ] that I have studied yet. I've got, I'm still
researching.

RW-N But you know that she was an African American, is that right or am I [inaudible]?
DP Yes, I know she was an African .. . I know that, no, I don't, I don't know that, uh, wait a
minute now, I'm getting confused here now -- Uh, do I know who was an African American?
AB : Humphrey's mother.

DP No . But I, I, I don't know, I'm sure she was because, you know, in the deed -- I, I have a
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copy of the, uh, paper that gave them all the, all those things and, and, uh -- I don't know what
Humphrey's mother was. I assume she was a slave.
AB : Was Humphrey a slave?

DP: Yeah, Humphrey was a slave.
AB : Did his father ever free him?

DP:No.
AB : He stayed a slave?

DP: He stayed a slave. And, and, uh, he stayed a slave and the others did too. He had another
son named Charles who was, who was a son - and that's why I know that his mother wasn't,
because he had another son.

RW-N : You mean Charles had another son?

DP : Charles had a son by his wife named Charles Junior.
RW-N : And this was a white family?

DP: And that was a white family. So I know that, that uh, and he gave Charles the bulk of the
[AB : Inaudible] estate. See, he gave these 4, it was he had 2 girls and 2 boys .

RW-N : And you believe all by the same mother?

DP: I, I'm not sure because I knew the, I knew the, I knew um, I know that my cousin, the one
named, uh -- one of them and my grandfather were probably kin, but I don't know, I don ' t know
about Ella Cooper. There was one named Ella Cooper. And I don ' t know. And the reason I
don't know is because there is the difference in their compl exion. See because my grandfather
IYI IY\

was almost white, and this other lady, Julia Archer was her name, Julia HaRft' was her name. And
she and my grandfather were light sk -- , were very light , my gran dfather looked li ke a white
7

person and she looked almost like a white person. But Ella Cooper was dark in complexion and
And Ned was dark also because in the will --

uh, .. .. The other one was named Ned Payne.

it's in the, in the deed or the will or whatever -- I, I believe that is the will.

In the will it said

that, that Ned was never to be sold, so he didn't free them. He said Ned, Ned was never to be
sold from the plantation in case of his death before they, before slavery ended, you know, and he
said that Ned would never be sold. Well, I think because of my grandfather's color, he probably
didn't have to do that with him, but he said he would never be sold to anybody else. And so,
they, they grew up as brothers and sisters because of the relationship that they had after. They all
knew their own relationships. Uh, Julia knew that, they knew that they were connected with, uh,
that her daddy was uh, Humphrey's. Julia knew that her daddy and Humphrey's daddy was the
same. An.db and the one that's named Cooper knew that too, or thought that too cause they went
along with it as being half-brothers and sisters.

AB: So there are 4 children (DP: and there may have been [inaudible]) who claimed, who might
have been the children of Charles Payne, the white slave owner. (DP: Yes.) There are 4 of them.
(DP: 4) Two of them are fair-skinned, two of them are dark-skinned, but they all saw him as their
father.

DP: They all saw him as their father and all they all saw each other as siblings. (AB: As half-

brothers and sisters.) And they all were given the same amount of . ..

AB: All 4 of these children were given some land (DP: The same amount.) by, and by Charles
Payne. [overlapping voices] (DP: By Charles; except for his ... ) (RW-N: And were they all
slaves?) (DP: Except for Charles.)
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RW-N: Were they all slaves?

DP: I'm sure that they were. But, but I don't think my grandfather did hard labor like they did
simply because of his complexion. Because he worked, he didn't do hard work. He did mill
work, you know; he didn't do the work like other slaves had to do.
AB: And Charles Payne was probably the white half-brother. [inaudible]

DP: Charles Payne is a white half-brother. Right, and I'm, I'm . . . now that's where I am because
I'm trying to trace Charles Payne because when I went to Goochland County to do this, and
there're so many Paynes of different, uh, names, and I, I haven't connected Charles with the right
one. I had a neph -- a cousin who studied this and he had connected with, with a guy named
Josiah Payne, but I have read about Josiah, but I, I'm really sort of, I don't know whether that's
going tq be the true connection or not so I'm trying to differentiate what I've got to do now and
study the different Payne families. And there was a guy who published a book a year ago and sent
me some information on the Payne family, but I know it was not the, our clan because it didn't
have, uh, it didn't have my grandfather's name in it. It had a Charles Payne, but it didn't have his
sons and things in it. So I know if they were gonna write a book, if they're gonna research and
try to get the whole history, they would have got his children's names down and they could have
very easily done that because all I did was just go to (RW-N : Mmm-hmm) the courthouse and
looked up the deed to the transfer of the property and, and that's where I found that. So that's
where we are now, trying to decide which one of those elder Paynes were Charles's father

AB Now on your mother's side, how did your mother's family come by their land?

DP: Evidently they were given that -- they were on that property -- I don't know how they came
by it -- but evidently they were on that property when, when slavery ended . My grandmother was
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10 years old when, uh, 10 or 11 she says, cause you know, they don't know their exact age. But
she says she was 10 or 11 when Richmond went up, which meant the end of the Civil War.
AB: Did you know your grandmother?
DP: I knew my grandmother on my mother's side. I didn't know either of my dad's parents. (AB:

Mmm-hmm) But I knew, and I didn't know my mother's father. But my mother's people, uh, the
men on my grandmother's side are -- it's hard to find -- I know that my, my grandmother had
some sisters and brothers and one of her sisters was sold into to another family and moved, taken
away for a long period of time and things and when the war was over and, in the 1900's she came
back. They, they, she was reunited with the family. But, uh, in the, it must have been in the 30s
or somewhere along in there and, uh, they found each other again. But she had, uh my grandfather
and my;grandmother too, had a lot oflndian blood in them.
AB: I was going to ask that.
DP: Yeah, my grandmother was a Cherokee and my grandfather was Blackfoot. And so they had

a whole lot of, you know, my grandmother looks just like a Indian. Next time I come, I'll bring
you a picture so you can look at. She looks just like an Indian and she had some sisters that -- we

of
have a picture of som1,.her sisters and her nieces and nephews, but, uh, we don't have a picture of
my dad's mother. And we got a picture of, uh, my mother's mother and father. And so my da .. .
my grandfather died when he was like 65 years old, on my mother's side. And she, he was sort of
a gentle person. He didn't talk much. He never talked about -- they say he never told them
stories like my grandmother did about the slavery time. So evidently, we just figured out that he
must have had a good slave master because he didn't complain about things like my grandmother
on my mother's side (chuckles]; she was a sight. She, she was, her name was Ann and when she
10

found out -- and when she lived with them after the war, after the war was over and they came
and settled, she lived with my grandmother and grandfather. And my aunt used to say, told us
that when she, uh, first, when she came to live with them after slavery, and, and my -- they had,
my mother, my grandmother had these children, she would try to punish these children like the
slaves punished her. She would tie -- she wanted to tie their dresses over their head and do stuff
like that, but my grandmother wouldn't let them, wouldn't let her. And she said, and my aunt said
she was saved a many a time by her mother who when her, when she would go somewhere and
her grandmother would get after them, you know, she tried to tie [chuckles], she said they would
run and, and that whenever, her mother saw it, she would stop her mother from, from doing that.
But, uh, so it's just like a carryover from what they were, were taught. (AB: Inaudible) Uh-huh
and so, uh, she lived -- I didn't know her, but I didn't know Ann -- but she uh, she lived, uh, she
evidently lived a pretty good while cause my cousins, my older cousins remember her. And so she
was . . . [inaudible] .

AB: What brought your mother and father to West Virginia?
DP: My dad came to West Virginia first. He was married before he married my mother. And, uh,

they, we had some cousins, and in Goochland County where my dad lived everybody was kin to
everybody, you know they claimed kin to everybody -- almost everybody in that, in that area was
Ian to each other. So some of our cousins came out here and got a job in the, in the mines . And
every time he would go back to Goochland, he would bring some of the, the young men back
with him to live. And so he finally brought my dad here to live and my dad was married to a lady,
uh, uh a fri end , a girl from, uh, from Goochland, whom we, we called her Aunt, Aunt Bessie
cause when we grew up, her picture was in our living room . When we grew up we called her
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Aunt Bessie.
AB: But you never, of course, knew her?
DP: We never knew her cause she died before Mom was married . (AB: Right.) So then he met,

let's see, I think we happened to find, and, and, and it's been misplaced - - - My sister was gonna
take it and get it framed . -- We found an original invitation to my mother's and dad's wedding. So
we were, I was gonna get it put on a plaque, you know. And so she took it to Baltimore to put it
on a plaque and she's misplaced it, but she's still looking for it. So they were married in 19 and
22. My dad was married to his other wife 7 years .
AB : There were no children by that marriage?
DP: There was no children by that marriage. She was ill. She had, uh, what they called uh,

consumption, which was a little more than tuberculosis, and she died of that. And so uh in 19 and
j

twenty . . . I'm trying to think of what year she died, but I did have the year that she died . But
her, when she died, then my dad met my mother. He already knew my mother. My mother knew
him too, knew the family. And my mother was working and doing domestic work in Richmond .
And he, he, uh, went home, and then in 1922, December of 1922 they were married. They came
back here. My dad had already been here in the same house where we live now. And, uh so then
they got married and she came here.
AB: Do you know how old your father was when they came here?
DP: My dad was a young, he was very young and he at one time told us how old he was, but he

was like, he was not married when he came here. He, he came here like, he must have been like
17 or 18 years old [train passing by] (AB : And he immediately went to work in the mines?) He
immediately worked , went to work in the mines . Cause our church was built, I think our church
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was built, it was started in 19 hundred and 3. ((R W-N: Can we have .. . ) And Dad came soon
after that.
RW-N : What is his birthdate?
DP: August the 1Su, 1890.
RW-N: 1890 (DP: Mmm-hmm), so he came here after the tum of the century?
DP : Yeah, he came here after the tum of the century. (RW-N: And mining ... ) He must have

been anywhere between 13 or 16 when he came.
RW-N : That was the early heydays of coal mining in this valley.
DP: Yes.
AB: The mines were beginning to, uh .. .

DP: Ye~h, yeah. And he, they came and got jobs and a lot of them came out here. And they, and

our church was formed by people from Goochland County and all of them sort of related and, and
I had cousins, uh, you know, in the church who were the early founders of the church. And, and,
uh, I had an uncle who lived here. My uncle was on my mother's side, that lived here in this area,
in Cannelton where we lived. And, uh, my aunt came and lived, my oldest aunt came and lived in
Cannelton, too . And her husband was a barber, and she was a -- she worked for the
superintendent of Cannelton Coal Company as a domestic worker. And my, my uncle used to
transport goods across the Kanawha River, uh, on my mother's side. And they used, uh -- in the
winter time, they used, uh, animals and they carried the stuff across [inaudible]. In the summer,
they ' d used a ferry. (AB: When the ice would freeze .. . ) When the ice would freeze, they would
carry stuff across on the, on the -- and I really didn't know that -- my mother never told us that
until when I taught school at Pratt There was an old gentleman there named Mr. Gay, Tom Gay,
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and he was telling me about this old black gentleman that used to carry the goods across the river
on the ice, you know when they didn't -- like the mail and stuff, he' d carry it across the river.
And so when I got home I was telling my Mom, my mother said that was your Uncle Fox -- they
called him Fox. She said that was your Uncle Fox that did that. So that's how I found out about
that. And, uh, so my dad worked in coal mines all his life and, uh . . .
AB: Were you all worried about him working in the mines?

DP: Not really until he got older and he got sick. My daddy didn't want to quit work. Cause he
thought he just could not make it without working because of -- there were a lot of hard times
when he was working. Uh, 19 and, and that -- like see I was born in 1930, and that was during
the Depression time. And when I went to school I remember, when I went to Bluefield State, it
was, it w~s a, a work cut-off. They were cut off work for a long time and, and, uh, my dad was
worried about my, you know, finishing college. I had a job there. I worked on campus and, uh,
and he didn't have to worry with, uh, when my dad always showed grade cards. [chuckles) If you
made good grades, he'd take them out and show them around to everybody.' So he was showing
them to Dr. Peck, and uh, that was during one of those really hard times and, uh, he was telling
Dr. Peck, he didn't know how he was going to keep me in school. And Dr. Peck just reached in
his pocket and gave him money for my tuition for that year. So uh, tuition wasn't much -- but at
that time it was considered, I guess just like it is now, it's considered [inaudible] he just reached in
his pocket and dad told him, said, "I'll give it ... " And he said, "Don't worry about it, Andy."
He called him Andy, don't worry about it. So, but my dad did pay him back. My dad didn't like
to owe people things so he paid him back, but it just goes to show you the different kinds of
relationships that they had.
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RW-N: And Dr. Peck was a white doctor?
DP: Dr. Peck was a white doctor. One of the best. He used to come around. Dr. Peck -- now

that wasn't the old Dr. Peck, that was his son that gave him the money . But old Dr. Peck, uh,
lived on Cannelton. And his office was right across the street from his home. (RW-N: Old Dr.
Peck?) Yeah, we called him, we called him old Dr. Peck (RW-N: Right) to distinguish cause he
had 2 sons who were doctors, too .

RW-N: Yes, one of them did not live here though?
DP: One of them was DeWitt. (RW-N: Lived here.) Clinton -- DeWitt lived here and practiced in

Montgomery. And Clinton went off, and I don't know where he went, but he went somewhere,
other place. And all of them are dead now. Clinton and DeWitt and old Dr. Peck. But old Dr.
Peck had, um, he would -- he had the mines. He worked with the miners and he would go to the
mines all the time when somebody was hurt or something like that. But he would also make -they made doctor's calls to your home. But what he would do if he knew that you were sick, you
didn't have to call him. He would alway . .. once he came and found out that you were really
sick, he would visit you every day. And, uh, when he would visit, it was very funny because all
the people in the community, if they saw Dr. Peck's car go up, they would wait on him to come
back. Then they would stop him (chuckles] and he would give them sugar pills. And we called
them sugar pills; he'd give them all the same pill . When he [inaudible]. So we called, we called
them sugar pills cause, uh, you know they -- it worked with them cause he knew it wasn't
anything wrong with them really . And so that's the way he treated them . [chuckles] And so if the
whistle blew for the mines -- like the whistle would blow when a miner was hurt, then Dr. Peck
would go up to the mines and, and uh, and make sure they were treated before they came out to
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go to the hospital. And then, these people would stop because if -- when the whistle blew,
everybody moved out and they would just stop, and he would just stop and he'd take time up with
them. He wouldn't take long. But he'd take the time up with them, ask them what's wrong and
they'd tell him and he'd, "Okay," and he'd shoot them pills and they'd be different colors, you
know. [chuckles] It was very funny. But he was, he was a good doctor. He died. He, he lived
on Cannelton until he died. He had his leg amputated; he had diabetes himself and he had this
black lady that -- Louise's mother-in-law, in fact, worked for him as a midwife. She would help
him with all his, uh, his uh, births, childbirths. And I remember when my brother was sick and he
had, uh, pneumonia, and he called Mrs. Anderson over to help with my brother and so when he
left, Mrs. Anderson took her, got her a, made her a poultice and Dr. Peck had given some great
big olq pills to give him some. And Mrs. Anderson made him a poultice and she put this poultice
on him and kept it on all night. So when, uh, and they would give him the pill, but they wouldn't
-- they would give him -- they didn't depend on that they -- so Dr. Peck when he came back said,
"He's really doing fine." He thought his medicine was doing it, but they would take the poultice
off -- cause it was a little old mustard poultice, as you know. They'd take the poultice off before
he came back. So that was funny. But, uh, that's they would [inaudible ] once. And my, my
nephew now -- now this is really interesting -- my nephew was born by DeWitt Peck. And his, his
mother had the baby at my mother's house. And, and uh, he was frozen. She had been eating ice,
and he was frozen. He was just as blue as he could be and you know Dr. Peck put him in the
oven. [chuckles) (AB: Kept him warm?) Put him in the oven to thaw him out. [laughter] And he
would put hjm in a little while and take him out, you know And he had him covered up. He put
him in and take him out. And my, and I said, "Did he actuall y put him in the ... ?" And my mother
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said, "Yes, he put him in the oven." He stuck him in the oven. He put him in there just like that
and kept taking him in and out until, until he cried. [chuckles] And he cried, he's living right now.
50 years old. So I thought that was funny cause I didn't, I didn't think they actually put him in
the oven, but they say, "Yeah, he put him, he put him right in the oven."
AB: What, if we could go back to your parents again, what was the educational level of your

mother and father?
th

DP: My mother went to about what is considered the 8 grade now, they -- and my father went to

what is considered the 6th grade. Uh, my mother and father both went to school with, with white
kids . The white and the blacks went to the same school.
AB : Really, in Virginia?

DP: li;i Virginia. And had the same, and had white teachers. My mother had white teachers until

her latter years, uh, and then she had black teachers; she said she ...
AB: We would have been talking the early part of the century then? Like 1910,1
DP: Well, my mother was born in 18 and 96. So in order for her to go to,school, it had to be the

turn of the century, 19, she had to start around 6 years old, I guess. I never heard her mention
what year she was when she started, but I imagine it would have been about 6, and that would
have been, uh, .. .. If she was 6 years old, it would had to have been 19 hundred and 2 or 3,
somewhere like that. (AB : And they went to school with whites?) They had white kids cause
Mom used to talk about how the kids had, the white kids had lice. And they would jump off of
their heads and she said -- my mother always -- my grandmother would -- every time that they did
that they would have to wash, she hated it cause they would have to wash their hair and do stuff
when and, and their, their grandmother would put , uh, something on their hair to keep the, to

17

keep them out. But, uh, uh, she talked about, uh, her teachers and, and then she said, later on
th

th

they changed when she was, she must have been like, I guess, in the 6 or 7 grade when they
changed teachers and, and, and uh, and they, and they got black teachers. And I'd never heard
her say whether the white kids still stayed in the same school or not. But that was -- cause I was
surprised when she told me that. You know, I said, and she said, "Yeah," they went to school
with ... It wasn't anything new to .. .

AB: Now did your father have the same experience?
DP: I do not know. Dad never talked much about school, but he -- my dad was real good in

math. His skill was in math and stuff like that. My -- as he used to say my mother was a poor
speller. (chuckles] And we'd laugh at that. But, uh, he evidently did not go to the same school as
she did b~cause they lived, he lived in a remote area, uh, an even more remote area than she did.
And so they went -- and I'm not sure whether they went to the same school or not. Because they
knew each other from, from the time they were small, they knew each other. But of course, my
dad was a lot older, was, he wasn't a lot older than my mom. My dad was 6 years older than my
mother, but, um. . .
AB: So, uh, what was it that propelled you all as children into education?
DP : Just like all black folk, most black folk, my mother and father were very particular about us

getting our education. In fact, when the school was cut out up at Cannelton one year, brother and
Louise had to walk to school, from our school to the Fayette County school in order to -- they
and they were the only ones in the community who went to that school; in fact, Louise was the
first coll ege graduate in Cannelton. And, uh -- white or black. And, uh, so you see, that ' s a long
time afterwards that -- and they, my mother just always, they just always knew that they wanted
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things better for us. And they said the onJy way you can do it is to have an education so you can
take care of yourself and see we -- and, and there were 4 girls there and my dad didn't want us to
go without having -- being able to take care of ourselves. And so education was just always
important to us.
AB: So there were, out of the 5 of you, 3 of you went to college and 2 did not. (DP: Right.)

Why, why did the other 2 not go?

DP: My brother -- they didn't want to . My brother went to -- finished school very early. He was
16 when he finished school. And he wanted to go -- he, he went to a welding school to take
welding down here, somewhere in North Charleston or someplace and they stayed. He and, he
and one of his, uh, friends in Cannelton went down there together. And they stayed for a period
of time t9 learn the, this welding and then they drafted him. After, after he came out, he was
drafted into the army -- into the navy. He went into the navy. And, uh, when he came out, I tried
to get him to go to school cause I was in college when he came out. And he was so busy and he,
he regrets that now, but he was so busy -- cause he could have gone on the G.I. Bill (RW-N:
Mrnm-hmm) and he was so busy courting and buying clothes and, uh, so I told him, I said, and I
wanted him up there at, not just to get his education but he could have helped me in tenns of
finance, you know, when, cause those veterans always had money. And, uhi so he came and got a
job in the coal mines after that. And, uh, he got married.
RW-N: Now were men being drafted into the navy in World War II?

DP: He must have been cause he wouldn't have gone otherwise cause he didn't like those pants.
[laughter]
RW-N So he didn't choose the navy rather than the army .
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DP: He didn't choose the navy, they put him in the navy. Because he didn't like the way that the
pants fit (RW-N: The bell, bell ... ) The bell-bottom pants. And they want that they fit up top,
he didn't like that. But he liked the navy after he got in there. And he often said that, he would
tell mom, he said, "Mom, I'm so glad you taught me how to do housework," he said. Cause my
mother made my brother do everything we did except cook, she didn't make him cook, but he did
any kind of work the girls did, he did it. And, and it, and it really paid off for him cause he said
when he got in the navy, all those guys were fussing because they had to swab the decks and do
things like that, and it was just home to him he said. He didn't [inaudible] care about [inaudible].

RW-N: So he wasn't, uh, treated as different or special because he was the boy in the family, a
boy among 4 girls?

DP: I'tp sure he was, but it, it wasn't (RW-N: But not in that way.) a noticeable thing~W-N : Uh
huh.) Not, no, not in that way. Mom made him do everything that we did . And, uh -- now
Louise was treated, was treated special. And my younger sister was treated special. But the 3 of
us in the middle were not.

RW-N: Why was that?
DP : Well, I think first born kids are always treated special. Louise never really did any hard
work, uh I, I know that when -- the only thing she did that I know that would have been that
would have been hard was maybe carry water because at one time we didn 't have water. You
know, we rented our homes for $6 I was looking at a statement the other day and the, the water
was $1 and the house was $5 .

RW-N: And this was from Cannelton Coal Company?
DP: The coal company. (RW-N : .. . that you rented?) And they fixed -- if your house got, if you
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needed something, they would fix it.
RW-N: These were the coal company houses.

DP: Yeah. They would fix them up; they'd build fences; they didn't charge anything for them.

They just built them. They would come in, just like you needed a floor, (RW-N: Mmm-hmm)
they would come in and replace your floor. If your roof was leaking, they would come in and
replace your roof And -- they didn't do it with shingles, cause at that time we didn't know
anything about shingles. They did it with, uh, regular, uh, just a black covering, that asphalt
stuff They, they would cover your roof, anything, any job that you needed done, they would do
it.
RW-N: But in those early days, you had to go for water.

DP: T~ey had to, when, when, uh -- yeah, when I was coming up that pump was there, uh ...
RW-N : Cause you were the youngest in the family.

DP: No, my (RW-N: No) sister was the youngest, (RW-N: Your sister was.) but, uh, she, she

never, my sister, my youngest sister never really did anything but what she wanted to do . She did,
she liked to work in the house, so she would work in the house, but Costella and I were outdoors
persons so we would have to do -- When my brother went to the navy, we would have to bring in
the coal. And the worst job I ever had was feeding the pigs. They used to raise pigs, hogs, that
was a, a day in the community when they killed hogs. They all got together and killed hogs.
RW-N : So many families raised hogs?

DP : Oh, yeah, most of them had hogs.
RW-N : To sell or for themselves?

DP For themselves.
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RW-N: Did they also have chickens and ...

'1

DP: Yeah, you had chickens -- I hated chickens. But they had -- my sister could wring, you know

how you wring chickens' neck --the one that died -- she could really wring a chicken's neck. She
was really boisterous so she could do a lot of things. That was . . .
AB : That was the sister who did not go to college?
DP: Yes.
AB: And she didn't go to college because .. .
DP: She wanted to be a barber and, uh, my mother, when, when I, when I -- We were in the same
th

class cause my sister was in an accident uh when she was in the 8 grade, no she was in the 9

th

th

grade, I was in the 8 grade, she was in a car accident which, uh -- she was unconscious for 18
days. ;And when she finally got out, she -- the car hit her right in the temple and so, it was a long
time before she recovered. So that threw her back a year, so we graduated the same year. And I
went to Bluefield and stayed, and Costella wanted to be a barber, but she told my mother she
didn ' t want to go at that particular time. She didn't want to go to school any more at that parti- - she wanted to wait a while . So she just never did go went into it and she, she went to
Charleston and worked . You may remember Billy McCoy? You don't remember Billy McCoy,
used to run a restaurant in Charleston? He and his wife, uh Gail, I think her name was, she was a
school teacher. She taught up here at Washington High School in the elementary school. And
she and Costella -- my sister was a card. She and, uh -- she and, she, she knew all the teachers
and she got to know them all and she and, uh, she liked Mrs. McCoy. So when she graduated,
Mrs. McCoy asked her to come down there and help out in the restaurant. So she went down
there and helped her out and then she got tired of that so she went to Flint and got a job in the,
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uh, automobile factory. And so she liked that so she stayed out there for the rest of her -- till she.
uh, she was disabled. She had, uh, -- because she smoked, she had, uh --

J{l,' her veins had to be

replaced . So they put plastic veins in her legs and then she got off from work on disability. And
so she came home after she was disabled.
AB : So there were 5 of you growing up in the home, education is important, uh, your parents are

moving you all towards education, uh, and your life is kind of a rural life because you have
animals, you have pigs and chickens. Did you have a garden?
DP: Up on the hill, up on the mountain. My dad never worked the garden. My mother worked

the garden and everybody in the community had a garden on the hill. The mountainside, our
mountains are close together so, uh, I live on this side of the creek and Louise lives on that side of
the cr~ek so (RW-N: You mean today?) Yes, (RW-N: Today) so they would go on the, on the
other side of the hill and fix their garden. We could view our gardens from our house. And
everybody had their little plot. And so they grew all kinds of vegetables all over, all over that
hillside was just vegetables, now it's nothing but trees there, but then ...

RW-N: That was partly because the, the valley, the hollow was so narrow, is that right? You had
to have garden space up higher? There's not much land there.
DP: Yeah, they wouldn't have gone on the hill if they could've helped it, but that was the only

place they had cause the houses were sitting on the rest of the land. (RW-N: Right) And, uh, my,
my mother did the gardening and my brother. She made him help her with the garden And, uh,
AB : So did you all can the food?
DP: She canned, my mother canned . She canned, well, everybody just canned what they grew.

My mother canned a little bit of everything, com and, uh, tomatoes and . . .
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RW-N : Now in your time, did you have ice boxes or refrigerators?
DP: We had ice boxes until I was a teenager. The, the ice man used to come around and they had
ice boxes and you put your ice in there, and then, and then, I guess when I was in junior high
school, we got a refrigerator.

AB: Uh, when you, you were talking about, uh, hog killing time, (DP: Mmm-hmm) what time of
the year was that?
DP: That was near Thanksgiving. (AB : In the fall.) They would always kill near Thanksgiving
and they would ...

END OF TAPE 1 - SIDE
BEGINNING OF TAPE 1- SIDE 2
AB: ... hog killing.
!

DP: Okay, so they would, they had a division oflabor. It was really interesting the way they killed
hogs .. . (RW-N: All men?) Old, yeah, family men. They weren't old at that time. (RW-N: Yes.)
They were (RW-N : No, all, all men, though.) All men, yeah. No, the women didn't do any work
like that. And they would, they had a division of labor. And one of them would, uh, bring the
hogs in, you know, and the other one would, would grab him and throw him down, and the other
one would cut his throat. And then, no -- first they put him in a -- they'd do that and then they
would stick him in a barrel of water, hot water, and they'd have bricks and things and somebody
had to make the fires and do stuff like that and get that ready. And then they would put them in
that, in that, uh, barrel and then they had two men who would clean them . Then they would -they had one man who was the gutter, he would gut them. And take all their, put all their, they
had their own buckets and stuff for their hogs and they would put all that stuff in them. What the
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women did was clean the chitterlings. That was their job. They had to clean the chitterlings.
And the kids -- and I was so glad I never had to do that -- the kids would have to hold the
chitterlings open so they could, the women could pour water .. . The bigger kids had to take
them to the creek. They took the chitterlings to the creek and ran them through the creek first to
get the real junk out of them. Then they would bring them back and bring them to the house and
then they would, uh, pour water through them like that, clean them out real good, and then they
would. This old lady -- I heard Louise telling you about Mrs. Martin -- she would take those
chitterlings, she could really clean them. She'd take her chitterlings and bring them up over her -tum them inside-out over her arm and then that's the way they cleaned them. And, uh, and then
they would make sausage. Uh, the man who gutted them would cut everybody's hog up the way
they wanfed it cut. And he would also help them to, uh, make, uh -- smoke the hams, you know
how, uh, -- put salt and pepper or either they had hickory smoke, they'd do that. And he did
that and so then they would hang them . They built, uh, everybody had in their yard a home-made
thing that they would hang these hogs on and let them dry. And let them, you know, let the
everything run down after they ran the blood out of them on other side and then they would bring
them in and put them in your yard . And they'd take a hose and hose them down and clean them
out like that. And that's the way they, that's the way they killed hogs. Everybody killed their
hogs on the same day.
RW-N How long did that go on? Or when did that stop? Could you tell us that?

DP That stopped, that stopped, I believe it was World War II. Because I can 't remember them
killing hogs aft.er people went to the, after my brother went to the navy and stuff I, I don't
remem ber them killing hogs So it stopped somewhere aro und the beginning of World War II.
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RW-N: Now Cannelton Hollow, um, had black and white people living together, right') (DP :
Right) Was the hog killing partic -- did black and white families (DP : No, that . .. ) participate in
this?
DP: ... was just black. (RW-N : The black families . . . ) That was a black tradition. Just the

black families, white folk didn't -- they may have had them, but they didn' t kill them together.
They, uh, uh, they would build a hog pen up on the creek bank, far away from the residential, as
far away as they could get from where people's homes were, up-side the mountain, they would
build [inaudible word]. You had to go around this, around the last house and go down a little hill
and go into the creek bank and go, they had them over in the creek bank and back up against the
mountain to feed those hogs . And that's where the kids didn 't like to do that, and, ·and, but that
was their job. That was their part of the job .
!

RW-N: So one of your chores was to feed .. .

DP : One of my chores (RW-N : . . . to feed the animals.) was, I had 2 chores that I didn 't like.
One was getting coal, and the other one was, was feeding the hogs. Otherwise we had just
family, you know, just, uh, just regular chores that girls had. My, my brother did most of the
outside work. He did the cleaning of the yard and helping Momma with the gardening. At that
time they had coal fire places and he would have to empty the ashes and carry it. When he went
to the army, then I had, Costella and I had to take turns emptying the ashes and getting in coal.
One day she'd empty the ashes and, and, and, uh, I would get in the coal and we'd switch in the
wintertime. But that's my first memory of anything was ashes because my mother, when all the
rest of the kids were in school and I was at home by myself -- I was what they called a "mamma's
baby" -- I would always follow my mother around everywhere. I wouldn ' t go anywhere without
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my mother. And, and so they said that, and so, that's the first memory I have of my mother in the
house was her taking me when she would get, she would clean ashes after school kids, after kids
were in school. She would clean the stove, the grate out and she would take these ashes out to
empty them. And I was always tagging along behind her. That's the first memory I have of my
mother, you know, being together like that.

RW-N: Do you know when plumbing came into those houses and which would, and indoor
toilets?
DP: Oh, lord, those outdoor toilets, don't mention them, please. [laughter] They were a mess. I,

I hated outdoor toilets. And I, and I didn't go to them very much, I went only when I had to . I
really had to go then, then I would go. And I guess a lot of kids did the same thing that I did .
And th~y would, they would take those outdoor toilets and wallpaper them, and do things like
that. Wallpaper and, and they used those little Sears and Roebuck catalogs and stuff like that and
something. Finally they graduated to using toilet tissue. And they would have, they would hang
it, just like it would be in an inside bathroom. And so my sister had the first bathroom in our
community. When she got married, that's when they came in; Louise got married in 19 and, oh -she finished school in '45, and she got married in '46, so somewhere along in there. So it was
1946.

RW-N : And we're talking about Louise Anderson? (DP : Yes, I'm talking about Louise.) Who
we ' re also interviewing (DP: Yeah, and so) as part of the project.
DP: She, she, she said, the first thing she did when she got married was to have her husband build

a bathroom.

RW-N: And that was the first bathroom in that section of (DP: In that section, in C Row and D
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Row) Cannelton Hollow? In C Row and D Row.

DP: That was, that was the first bathroom; so, now -- the people down, the other people that
lived -- the, the, the doctor's house had it, had a bathroom, and those -- and, and a lot of the
company officials, they had bathrooms. But the other people did not.
RW-N: But most people did not then.

DP: Most people did not. And so when we got, when we, and so as soon as she got it, we asked
our mother could we get one. So she said, so she asked, she told my dad, you know, she wanted
him to build a bathroom, but daddy said he didn't want to do it so, uh, she finally encouraged him
to go ahead and do it. And he got my, his son-in-law, my sister's husband, and his friends, uh,
and another member of the community named Chestine Johnson. They built my, they built our
bathro9m. So, uh, then after that everybody started. And plumbing was already put in the houses
when the bathroom came. They put the water in the house first. And that was, that had to be
maybe -- I must have been 9 or 10 when they put the water in the house, so that must have been
around 1940 or '38 or '39, somewhere along in there that they put the water in homes. And, uh,
that's when they started charging a dollar for water when -- before we had to go to the pump
which was -- there was a pump in each community, in each section. So, like our pump served like
15 families and then on the other side it served less.

RW-N: And that typical company home would have what, 3,4,5 rooms? (DP: 4 rooms.) 4
rooms, all on one floor .
DP No, uh, Louise's home was on 2 floors. But they had, they had, they must have had more
than 5 rooms, I mean more than 4 rooms. We had a 4 room house. My dad built his own room
on when I was about 11 years old. The company gave him the lumber, he got tired of it and he
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said, "I need some more space cause the kids are growing up," you know, and he needed more
space so he went down to the company and they gave him the lumber and . he built a kitchen on
then that made us have another bedroom (RW-N : Mmm-hmm) and uh, and uh . ..

RW-N: When you say most of those homes had 4 or 5 rooms . ..
DP : Most of them had 4 rooms and the, the other rooms had 5 because they had, let's see, 1, 2, 3,
4. They had, they must have had 6 rooms. I'm really not sure. Louise should know cause she
moved over there, but I think, as far as I can remember, they had 6 rooms . And uh .. .

RW-N: And they had an upstairs.
DP: They had an upstairs . And so, uh, then in 19 and 50, round about, my dad died in '57, and
about 2 years after he died, they sold, the company sold those homes to the people. And so then
people started building, you know, re- remodeling their own homes until now. I guess the only
I

really Jenny Lind house that we got up there now, where that was just like it was when the
company -- on the outside -- on the inside they did something, but, but the same number of rooms
-- is the house next to me. And they have, they ha . .. they still have 4 rooms and they didn't do
anything to the exterior of their home, but they, they, they fixed up the interior, but they didn't do
anything with the exterior. And they built a bath, they put a bath on. So that would be the only
home that really, -- and I believe they didn't put an extra room when they put the bath, I think
they, cause the rooms were large rooms so I think they cut one of their rooms short and built the
room without having to put anything onto it cause it doesn't show from the outside.

RW-N I'd like to ask a question about that community before we move on back to you. In, in
more recent years a state -- federal prison has been built up near, near you r community . Uh, how
did people in Cannelton feel about that?
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DP : There were mixed feelings . Uh, some of them thought it would be dangerous and some of
them thought it wouldn't, so . . . but it's proved not to be.

RW-N: People are quite comfortable with it now?
DP : Very comfortable. They, they last week they thought a prisoner had escaped, but he really
hadn't. And so when they, they -- it was coming on the scanner, you know, and a lot of people
have scanners and so they thought a prisoner -- and so they sent the word around, "They think a
prisoner's escaped so you all' d better be careful." Because I, I can go in my house, and just like
right now, my house is not locked. My house is unlocked. That's how safe I feel in that
community. And it's, it's always been that way, although when my mother and father lived, they
locked the door. But when I, when I go out, cause I'm always losing keys, ifl had to look for my
key every time I went out, I wouldn't get back in. [chuckles] So I always give my brother a key to
i

my house. And then, cause he lives right down the street from me. Louise lives across the street
and across the ro .. . across the creek.· And so when we, uh, when you go in those homes,
nobody, nobody really . .. My next door neighbor, if anybody goes in my house, my next door
neighbor will tell me . And so that's the way the community is. So nobody, very few people go
out and lock their doors.

RW-N : Are there many people in the community working in the prison today?
DP: No, becau .. . and that's, now that's, see, now they offered . They wouldn't offer those
people jobs. A lot of those people applied for jobs, and they wouldn't give them to them . They
gave them to people from outside. Now they' re wanting people, and the people in the community
don ' t care about working there now. We have, uh, my nephew works there . Uh, he's, he was,
he's still in college, going to college and trying to work, too. He works there and it 's, it 's getting,
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it ' s a stressful job . It ' s getting on his nerves. Now he liked it very much when he went there, but
the more he works, the less he likes it. And he, they, they put him in a lot of training; he goes, he
has training over at West Virginia Tech and they send their hospital people up, the injured people
over to the hospital in Montgomery. And when they do, they send guards and things with them
so he' s, um, I'm not sure what his title is, but he's a, he, he will be working there until he can find
him another kind of employmene\il,henc,;rcr he finishes school I imagine he'll want to go
someplace else and do some other things .
AB : Um,

ould we go back to your own education? (DP : Okay.) Where did you go to

elementary school?
DP: A one-room school and loved it. And still love it and I think it's one of the most -- I think

you learn more in one-room schools than you do in these schools that they' re teaching cause I
don't know anybody in our community, in the black schools -- now I don't know about the white
kids cause we didn't go to -- they, they had separate schools -- but I don't know a black kid that
couldn 't read when they finished school. Not a one. Even the, the worst student academically
could read . And read well enough to read the newspaper and do things like that that they wanted .
And when -- now Louise had different teachers than I did, cause I never went to school with
Louise. She was always 6 years ahead of me. And, uh, I went to school with my brother for one
year . But Costella and Ruth and I went to school for a pretty good time together. And, uh, we,
we went 6 years there.
AB : What was the name of the school?

DP Cannelton.

AB

Cannelton Elementary School? (DP : Mmm-hmm) And how many kids were in that school,
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do you have an idea?
DP : When I went, there were about 25. And it varied according to age groups in the cornrnuruty

at that time . And, uh, I imagine when Louise went there, probably were more than that. And,
and, uh, they had all 6 grades and you went through everything and you just sat in there and I
often think about it. I said you had to learn because you listened at everybody's lessons and when
you got through it was time, when you got to that grade, you knew, already knew a lot of that
stuff that the teacher was giving you . And, and they, they would have like recitations, recitations.
Each class would have recitations and I went through 3 years of elementary school by myself I
didn't have anybody in my grade. And I, so I had my class by myself But they, I would listen to
these other classes and reading, they would read aloud. And they would work, go to the board
and work arithmetic problems and they would recite the history and all that stuff You did it
;
it
aloud so that everybody could hear it. And so some things you just, after you hear 3 and 4 times,
f\

you, you know, if you [chuckles] if you were observant at all, you would know much of that.
And, and one funny incident was when, when Mrs . Pearis taught. They changed teachers. I
didn't have the same teacher that Louise had . She had a Mrs. Cecil Srruth who lived here in
London and came to Cannelton to teach. And then she had, uh, Mrs. Pearis, her sister-in-law
taught -- She wasn ' t her sister-in-law at that time, but she taught after Mrs. Srruth. And then
when I came, our teacher's name was Eula Anderson .
A B: E-u-1-a?
DP: Mmm-hrnm, Eula Anderson . And she later married and her name was Woodson so she' s still

living.

RW-N And this was a black school with black teachers?
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DP: Yes . And so my brother, when he was going to school, and I remember this. He had, he
had, uh, -- was 3 of them in the class. And this other boy was a real tall boy, my brother was
very small and spindly when he was in elementary school. And, and this other boy was in the
class. There was 3 of them in the class and 1 girl. And so he pinned -- he had a poem to learn.
He didn't learn it when he was supposed to, you know. So he had, he had taken this poem and
pinned it on the back of the other boy with a pin. [chuckles] And when, when the teacher called
on him to recite he just, you know -- just stepped back slightly and he was busy reading the poem,
but she knew what he was doing. She caught on to them and she got them both. [chuckles] And
at that time you got whippings. You, you had a switch whipping. She, he got a switch whipping .
He and Johnny -- the boy's name was Johnny Bufford -- but so, I loved school like that. The
teacher ;got out and played with us. Our teacher, my teacher did . She would -- at recess, we'd
have recess -- she'd play. She liked to go to the store. They had a company store about a mile.
At lunch she would go down to the, to the, uh company store and get her lunch. They had, uh,
like a restaurant down there.

RW-N : Did she have an assistant?
DP: No .
RW-N : How could she leave at lunch?
DP: She took us with her. She just piled everybody up in the car and we went with her. And we
loved to go with her. She would take us to the store. Those that stayed. Cause a lot of kids now
-- see some of the kids (AB : Went home for lunch.) went home for lunch. So she, she could get
us all in there and she'd go down to the store and get her lunch, and we'd go with her. And, and
uh, we would come back and put our -- they had a belly bottom stove. And we would, we loved
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cheese at that time. They would get this cheese that strings when you -- and we would melt that
on the stove.

RW-N: Did you have the same teacher all during your years there?
DP: During the whole 6 years.

RW-N : Is that building still standing?
DP : No, they moved it, didn't tell us they were going move it, just came up and moved it.

RW-N: Moved it?
DP: Tore it down. (RW-N: Tore it down .) Just tore it down so, and you can't even recognize
the place where it was now cause they made, uh, strip mining. They did strip mining up through
that a way. And so they tore a lot of that stuff down cause people lived all up in that hollow
where the school was. We had a C Row, a D Row, and a E Row that went to school in that
I

building. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) And E Row, after the ...

AB: When you say E Row, you're talking about rows of houses?
DP: Rows of houses . And E Row was right at the school. They just could walk across like that
(RW-N: Mmm-hmm) to the school. The furthest one wasn't as far, no farther than from here
down to that pole from the school. So they had -- we had to walk a little further to school
[inaudible] .

RW-N : Were there other, uh, one-room houses in Cannelton? (DP: One-room hou schoolhouses . .. ) Sorry, one-room schoolhouses?

DP: No, the white school was 2 rooms because they had 2 teachers and they had more kids. They
had like 40-some kids. (RW-N Okay, but the . .. ) And we had 20.

RW-N: But the white kids went to school in Cannelton, too? (DP : Yeah, they went up a different
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hill.) Just in a different building.

DP: Their building was further down the road, down the high -- down the street. They had -their building was on the hill like, but it was, it was closer to their homes than ours was .

AB : Now, when you finished your 6 years at Cannelton, where did you go?

DP: I came here.
AB: Came to Washington High School in the

7'h grade? (DP: Mmm-hmm) And you were here

th

from 7th through 12 ? (DP: Right.) And what year did you graduate?

DP: I graduated in ' 47.
AB : In 1947. Then, uh, what did you do then?

DP: I went to Bluefield State.
AB : Why did you choose to go to Bluefield State?

DP: Mainly cause Louise had gone there, I suppose. And I didn't want to go to West Virginia
State. I didn't, I didn ' t want to go . Cause we -- up on this end you hear a lot of stories about
what they were doing at West Virginia State, and I just didn't want to go there.

RW-N: And what were you hearing?

DP : Well, different things about how they were doing the kids and, you know, how the kids were
doing and it was just like you hear it at any college, you know, little stories that aren't so good
and about things that they were doing, that the teachers were doing and all that sort of stuff So, I
decided I didn't want to go to there anyway, but I would have probably gone where Louise went
anyway, but. . .

RW-N: And during this time, uh, Bluefield State and West Virgini a State were the 2 state black
colleges? (DP : Ri g ht.) Uh, and black stud ents had to go to black colleges (DP : Rig ht. ) in the
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state, in the public system.

AB: Uh, where did you live at Bluefield State?

DP: I lived in Mahood Hall.
AB : For the whole time or. . .

DP: No, in Lewis Hall my last year. Lewis Hall was the -- I didn't want to move to Lewis Hall,
but I moved there and enjoyed it after I moved there because they had less restrictions . When we
went, when I started to school as freshmen, as a freshman, I had to be in the building at, we had
to be in the building at 7 o'clock in the afternoon. And then you could go to the library and stay
till 9. But you couldn't be outside on the campus after 7, but you could go to the building or,
you, they would give you an hour or so to go to -- Freshmen had to be back from·t'he canteen
earlierthan anybody else. They could go and stay till 9 o' clock and the rest of them could go,
!

sophomores could go and stay till 10, and then juniors and seniors could stay till 11 . So you had,
they had really strict restrictions (AB : Mmm hmm) so we could stay -- as a freshman I could stay
out until 7, and then when I was a junior they made us move to Lewis Hall, because when I was a
freshman, there were 4, uh, students to a room. And so they decided that was too many so they
wanted to make some of them move to Lewis Hall. Well, Lewis Hall was a very old building and
the rooms were not as good as they were in Mahood Hall because Mahood Hall wasn't that old.
And so, and Mahood Hall had their own wash basins and stuff like that. And, and Lewis Hall
didn't. You had to go outside, uh, and wash. But after I got over there, I liked it cause it was, it
was a lot of, a lot better. You didn't have to be quiet and do like you had to do in, in Mahood
Hall . You could do whatever you, you know.

RW-N Would you spell the names of those halls?
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DP: Mahood is spelled M-a-h-o-o-d. And, uh, Lewis is L-e-w-i-s.
AB: And, uh, what did you major in while in college?

DP: I majored in, my, my major, my major was -- my first teaching field was social studies and my
second field was physical education.
AB : And, uh, when did you graduate from Bluefield State?

DP: '51.
AB : In 1951 . Uh, what was the -- I think you said you worked while you were at Bluefield State?

DP : Yeah, I worked in the kitchen.
AB: Why, why did you work?

DP : Because at that time, times were hard in the coalfields. So in, I worked in order that I could
stay ther~. While I was there, a lot of kids had to leave school. Even those that worked had to
leave school. And my dad was the only, uh, breadwinner and so I worked in order to stay there.
I worked for 3 years cause I knew that . .. During the whole time I was in college, they were on
some kind of strike or -- I don't think it was a strike, it was sort oflike a cut-off or something.
And, and the, the men just didn't have jobs. I don't know whether it was that they were, uh, it
was a change in the, uh, contracts or something, but for whatever reason, my dad didn ' t work for
but maybe a year of the whole time I was in college and that was my last year.

RW-N: So how did you manage that? To -- I mean, working made -- tuition was relatively low
and you could work . . . (DP : Yeah) to put into tuition?
DP : I, I got my room and board paid -- mostly. I had to pay -- I found a statement the other day

and I had to pay $25 a month.

RW-N: For room and board . (DP: For room and board -- of my own money.) Do you know, do
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you remember what the, what the amount of tuition was?

DP: No I don't. Because mine was -- it wasn't very much though cause mine was already, mine
was paid through my job. See, they would give us so much money, but they would take out for
our -- they would take that off of our room and board. And, and so I ended up paying $25. My
dad ended up paying $25 cash for 3 years. I did not work my senior year because dad found a job
and then I was doing my student teaching and I wouldn 't have worked anyway because I was
doing my student teaching and I felt that that would take away from .. .

RW-N: Do you recall how many students were at Bluefield in those days?

DP: No, I don't. It was, I know one thing, everybody knew everybody. So it couldn't have been
very many. I, I don't have any idea how many were there. But everybody knew everybody and
there Vr7as sufficient numbers so that our sororities and fraternities all had like, heavy numbers in
the sorority, 30 to 35 people were in most of them, in the larger fraternities and sororities. And
the other, the others like the Zetas and the, uh, the Pru Betas had a, a goodly enough number to
maintain their sorority on campus. But, uh, and then we had a lot of kids who did not join
sororities and fraternities so, I, I have no idea, though, exactly how many there were there.

AB: How did you, uh, find time for social life, uh, between jobs and classes and what-not?
DP : My job was, uh, during dinnertime so after dinnertime, my job was finished. I would work

every meal. And I had like, my job consisted of 2 tables and they served family style so I would
have to go like a hour early and, and work and set up my tables. And then I would have to stay
about an hour later and get my dishes cleaned up and I mean, I would get my dishes off the table ,
but somebody else cleaned them . So what I did was serve 2, 2 tables . And if they wanted more
food , l would have to see that they got the more foo d or something li ke that. And I did that for 3
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years. And, uh, there was always time, mainly because we didn't have afternoon classes. We
didn't have evening classes. There were no evening classes that, the latest class was the lab class,
like a biology lab and it would last till about 5 o'clock. After 5 o'clock, everybody was free,
except the people who worked in the library. Or people or kids who were cleaning the buildings
after school. And so all the -- I never missed activities because of my work. I didn't have, I
didn't really have to and my classes were geared around those act -- I didn't have to really gear
my classes even around my work because, uh, they were at dinnertime and I would have been
free anyway, I would have had to eat anyhow. So, it didn't bother my work that way so I, I could
go to anything I wanted to go, football games and stuff like that, I never had to miss them because
of the, of my work. And some, in fact, everything on campus was closed down when we had
football games and basketball games and stuff. Nobody worked in their jobs. They would just
I

close their jobs down and, and you would just go to the game. You wouldn't, well, we didn't
have to pay anything cause you had student activity tickets.
AB : So, and you joined a sorority while you were in college, the AKA's .
DP: I can remember when I was a sophomore, you know, I joined the, the, uh, they had then,

uh -- What did they call those clubs before you .. . ?
AB : Pledge.
DP: Pledge clubs. They had pledge clubs and so I joined the Ivy Club (AB : Mmm hmm) when I

was a freshman, my second -- you had -- They had to wait till your first semester grades come
out, and if -- and so if you had the grades you could join; so I joined that, and then my, my first
year as a sophomore, I joined the sorority.

RW-N Which was the AK.A?
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DP: Which was the AKA - Alpha Kappa Alpha.
AB: And did you, uh, were you participating in any other kind of activity, choir or anything else

like that?
DP: I was, I was superintendent of the Sunday school. I, I, I worked in the Sunday school. I

worked in an honor society, and I worked in the physical education majors' club. And .. .
AB: Did you play sports?
DP:

I played sports, but we didn't have a team that you go [inaudible]; I played intermural

sports. Louise played in -- they had a traveling team, but the girls misbehaved and they cut their
-- they wouldn't let them travel anymore. And when I got there they cut it out. But I played, I
played sports in high school. I played basketball and volleyball and, and tennis . Uh, in fact, I was,
I was tl;ie gunner on the basketball team. I [chuckles] I loved basketball and so I, I often think of it
cause we had no guidance. I'd had no guidance because I, I, I was taking shorthand and typing.
And I was making good grades in shorthand and typing, too. But it interfered with my basketball
practice time, so I got out. Nobody said -- even the teacher, and usually teachers would say
something to you, especially if you were a good student, they would say, you know, "Why, Doris,
why would you, why are you getting out of that?" But they didn't say a word to me. I got out of
my typing and bookkeeping class and shorthand class to take basketball practice. And my senior
year, I didn't have hardly any classes to take. I was, in the evenings I had basketball practice and
one other class. And I had, already had plenty of units, you know, to graduate. So I think about
that now, I said I don't know why I was so crazy to get in -- and mom and dad didn't really
know, you know, what -- they depended on us to tell them what we needed to do and, and the,
and the teacher that usually would guide you in that way, she had gone when I graduated. She,
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she left when I was in the 10th grade. Her name was Mrs. Morgan . She was our, she was our
coach. No, she didn't leave because she went after that cause, cause she was our coach when I,
when I was a sophomore and a junior. She must have left my senior year because, uh -- anyway,
they, nobody ever, she didn't said anything to me. Mrs. Morgan didn't tell me not to get out, she
was the coach and she, I just got on out.
AB : Now when you left, uh, Bluefield in 1951, (DP : Mmm hmm) what did you do?

DP : I came back here and that was funny, too .
AB: Back to Cannelton?

DP: Back to Cannelton, and I didn't have a job cause, you know, turnovers in black schools were
very few . And Loui -- at that time Mrs. Morgan quit. And Louise was, no, Gladys Austin must
have qu)t. I don't know who quit, but the typing teacher quit. Louise had been doing substitute
work and she was clerk of the Center, of the school, and, a secretary of the school. And so she
got the job teaching and that left a vacancy there. Now mind you, I didn't have any training or
anything for that, but my dad told Louise, said uh, "Louise, you ask Mr. Barnett," who was the
principal, "can Doris have that job?" And Louise said, "Daddy, Doris doesn't have any training."
He said, "I don't care, ask him anyway." [chuckles] He said, "She can do it just as good as
somebody else" Said, "Ask him anyway." So, uh, uh, Louise asked Mr. Barnett and Mr. Barnett
was real funny, he said, "Why does Mr. Payne," he said, "Doris didn't take any business, any
business or you know, didn't have any special skills in typing and stuff," and he talked to me, you
know, about it and I said, and so I told him, I said, and he said, "Well, tell him, tell her to come on
down." You know, he was just doing it cause daddy was his friend

So he just told him okay.

So I came in, and I stayed 2 years here. And I, he let me coach the girls' basketball .
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AB: How did you manage the typing and whatnot?

DP: I could type, I could type well enough. I had -- I took typing here in, in high school, but I

hadn't had but one year of it. And I could type well enough, but I couldn't type fast. So I would
have to stay in the evenings and get caught up on whatever I had to do. The other stuff wasn't
really that bad, but the only thing, I couldn't take, uh, shorthand when he wanted to dictate
letters, I had to take it in longhand. [chuckles] But he was very patient, I'll give him credit for
..
that. He was very patient with me. And, and so I got through that for 2 years and then I went to
Cleveland to stay with my brother for the summer. We just went there for summer vacation. And
one of my, and my girlfriend who lived in Logan had moved to Cleveland and she told me about
an opening in Logan. And so she called up the superintendent for me and, uh, got me an
appointment with the superintendent. And, uh, that was my first airplane ride that I ever had. I
'

rode back from Cleveland in an airplane to get to the interview.
RW-N : And we're talking about 19 .. . (DP: 53 .) 53 . Mmm hmm.
DP: I went there in September of' 53 .

RW-N : Schools are still not integrated?
DP: They were still segregated and this lady in Logan County -- I don't think Kanawha County

ever had this rule -- but in Logan County, if you had a baby, you could get a leave of absence and
come back to your same job that you had . So I was hired in a temporary position, uh, teaching
social studies and physical education and health.
AB: What was the name of the school?
D P : Uh, Buffalo High. Buffalo High School in Accoville. That's where the flood was. And, uh -

RW-N: The flood?
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DP: The big flood, uh, when, uh.
RW-N: Buffalo Creek flood?

o.nd
DP: Buffalo Creek flood . And, uh, so I taught for 2 years ·, this lady decided to come back. I

taught, uh, all classes. I taught every class of social studies, every class, everybody's class. And
nd

then I taught 2 classes ofphysical education. And so the woman came back after her 2 year, and
so the principal called me and told she had come back, and he said, "Doris, I'd like to have you
back and if you, if you could get 5 hours of library science, I can hire you as a librarian." Cause
the librarian was going off on leave. And he said, "And I can hire you as the librarian and give
you some social studies to teach [inaudible] ." So I said, "Okay," so I went to summer school that
year at Marshall. And I took, um, they didn't -- I couldn't get 6 hours of, he wanted me to get 6
hour~, but I couldn't get 6 hours cause they didn't offer the courses so I, I took 5 hours. I took
one in, uh, in literature, and 1 in, uh, I don't know what the other was in, but anyway, I had had
backgrounds in literature in college so they gave me 8 hours of, of -- that would go toward a
library degree. And so they hired me with the 8 hours. And I taught 11 th grade geography and 7th
grade geography which I liked very much. I liked geography and I taught-that, and then, then
they -- after I taught there in that area for 2 years, then they integrated schools in Logan County.
Cause Logan County was late integrating schools.
AB: And about what year would this have been when they integrated?
DP: Let's see, the, the order came out in '54 and Kanawha County came out in '55. This must

have been about 19 and 59, that they gr -- somewhere close to 1959 cause I stayed in, uh, Logan
East They sent me to Logan East, which is the junior high school in the city. And I stayed there
4 years so it must -- and I left there in 1963 so it must have been about 1959
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AB: So all told, how many years were you in Logan County?
DP: Ten, I stayed there from 1953, September to 19 and 63, May.

AB: And where did you go in 1963?
DP: I came back and got a job in Pratt. That was an interesting experience. Because my mother

went to the inteiview with me. [chuckles] And so, uh, it wasn't really an inteiview, but you go
and visit the superintendent when, Ralph Brabban was superintendent at that time. And ...

AB : Spell the last name for us, please.
DP: Uh, B-r-a-b-b-a-n. He was the superintendent and was person -- personnel director at that

time. So there was an opening. I didn't know that there were any openings, but my father had
died, and that's mainly why I came back, not because of the integration, but because my father
had di¢d in 19 and, uh, 57 and my mother was, uh, had never worked since she was married. She
did domestic work before she got married, but she never worked . And so her, her income was
low and so I said, "Well, I'll go on home and stay, it would be much easier for me to help out at
home if I'm staying there." So I decided, I said, "This summer I'm really going to get a job cause
I, I needed to get the job." So I went down to see Mr. Brabban and he told me they didn't have
any openings. So I said, uh -- and I had been going each summer when I would come home, I
would go down there and talk to them, and you know, and [inaudible] they wouldn't tell you
about the openings. So this year, this was like the -- must have been about the 3 rd or 4th year after
integration here, cause they integrated in '55 . So I told him, I said, "Mr. Brabban," and my
mother was, she was butting in, you know, during the interview [inaudible] and stuff, but I told
him, I said, "Mr. Brabban," I said, I said , uh, "Are you sure you don't have any openings?" And
he said, "Well , I" -- he said that he did n' t. So I said, "Well , Mr. Brabban, I'm gonna tell you
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something." I said, "I know," I said, "I asked," -- I said, "I know that my recommendations have
been good." I said, "I've been -- "I'd taught at London. I said, "I, I was a secretary at London,"
I said. "I know the principal gave me a good recommendation because he told me." And I said,
"And, and my high school principal didn't want me to leave when I taught in the black school, so
I know he gave me a good recommendation." And I said, "The superintendent of -- the assistant
superintendent of schools told me that when I, when I told him I was leaving to go to, uh,
Kanawha County, he told -- I wanted to go to Kanawha County, he, he gave me a good, he gave
me an excellent rec -- he told me he gave me an excellent recommendation." I said, 1'So I don't
understand why it's taken me so long to get a job." "Well, Miss Payne, you know," -- he gave me
a lot of, you know, the usual spiel, so I said, "Mr. Brabban," I said, "I'm gonna tell you one thing,
the o~y reason you're not giving me this job is because I'm black." At that time I think they were
saying Negro . And he said, "Oh, no, Miss Payne, that's not it." You know, how they ... "That's
not it, that's not it." I said, "Well, I don't, I really don't understand why I haven't gotten a job ."
I said, "Cause all my recommendations have been excellent and my, and my uh, my uh, academic
record was excellent." I said, "So I don't understand why I can't get a job in Kanawha County."
So he said, "Well, I'll tell you." He thought up [inaudible]. "I believe we do have an opening at
Pratt." [chuckles] You see, Pratt is an all-white community. Or was an all white community, it no
longer is, but it was when I went to school there; I mean when I was teaching there. So he said ,
"You go to ... " At that time, the principals were hiring so he said, "You go to see Mr. Hall," -He told me the principal's name. "You go to see Mr. Hall, and you tell him I sent you, and for him
to call me." So I went to Mr. Hall, and Mr. Hall and I had a good time talking. He was very nice
and we just talked and talked . And he asked me about different people and I was asking him
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about different people and he said, "Miss Payne, as far as I'm concerned you have the job ." He
said, "I will call Mr.Brabban and let you know, and so he can let you know." So 2 weeks went on
and I hadn't heard anything from Mr. Brabban. So I called Mr. Hall again and he said, "Miss
Payne, I have called Mr. Brabban and told him to hire you ." So I called, I went down to see Mr.
Brabban and then I said, "Mr. Brabban, Mr. Hall told me that he had called you to hire me." Then
he said, "Well, I, I, I don't know anything about it, Miss Payne, but I'm gonna call him up this
evening and I'll let you know." So I said, "Okay." So he called me up the next day and told me
that I was hired. So that's how I got in Kanawha County. I went through, I was the first black
teacher at Pratt, uh, Junior High and they treated me royally. I loved it. They really treat, treated
me excellent when I was at Pratt; in fact, the kids gave me a trophy that year for being the best
teacher. Uh, but I had to, I taught 7"1, grade geography and, and physical education, and they gave
I

me a trophy for being the best teacher so I enjoyed it and they, and we got along fine. And I was
over the cheerleaders. And I didn't have any trouble there.
AB : How long were you at Pratt?

DP: I was at Pratt until 1970, when they inte, when they consolidated schools. That was like

'63, just about 7 years. Uh, and, and the people in the community treated me well. They did, you
know. Uh, I didn't, the only problem I had was when we changed principals. I had, I had
problems with, -- Mr. Hall didn't stay there long. Mr. Hall was there when President Kennedy
was killed. And soon after that he retired and Mr. Baker came. And Mr. Baker and I could not
get along very well because -- The first year that I was there -- the first day Mr. Baker came, he
made a big mistake and he was talking about kids, and I never will forget it, he was talking about
kids and he started to say something, and he forgot that I was the I st black teacher to come to that
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school, he forgot that I was there, and he said something about some nig . .. and he started to say,
"niggers" and then he cut it off, you know. So I didn't say anything. I just sat there, I didn't say
a word, but I, I was thinking about what I was going to do, you know, so after school I went up
there and I told him, I said, "Mr. Baker," I said, "Although you didn't say the whole word,
everybody in that room knows what you were going to say." I said, "Now I don't appreciate
that." [changes voice] "I wasn't talking about you Miss Payne, I was talking about the guy . . ."
I said, "No, when you use that word, you're talking about me, too." I said, "And ifl ever hear
you use that word again, I'm gonna take you to the board of education." And I never heard him
use it again. And he, but he didn't like me [sniffles] and now, I'm like the kids, you know, he
didn't like me. So anything I would do, he would -- I know one year we wanted to have a fund
raiser, arid this teacher, I was so angry with her afterwards because she came to me and said she
wanted to have a fund raiser. She taught science and she said she needed some money. And she
would ask me, would I go in with -- somebody go in with the project? And so she explained she
was going to have a carnival. And she was going to -- she would take care of all the activities,
but she needed somebody to go talk to Mr. Baker because he wouldn't -- he had told her she
definitely could not have it. So I said, "Well, I'll talk to him cause I need some money too ."
Cause I was coaching, uh, the girls' basketball team at that time and I needed some money for
stuff too. So I said, "I'll go and ask him." And so she said, "Okay." So I went up there and I
asked Mr. Baker, "Could we have, uh, a carnival?" He says, "It's against the school rules." And
I said, "Mr. Baker, it can't be against the school rules cause the elementary schools have them all
the time" So he said, "Well, listen, they, they're not gonna let us have any carnival at the junior
high because of blah, blah, cause you can't have gambling games." or something like that he told
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me. And I said, "Well," I said, "Do you mind ifI called the superintendent?" And he said, "No,
go ahead and call him." So I stood right there where he was and I called the superintendent, I
called it, I called Mr. Simmons at the time was doing whatever was over that particular job. So I

N\Ve.
called him and he said,

"I can't see any reason why you can't~it." He said, "The elementary

schools -- the only thing, you can't have gambling games." He said, "But you can have the
carnival if you want to, ifuh . .. " So I said, "Well," I said, "Would you tell Mr. Baker that,
please. He doesn't ... " So he said, "Yes, I'll tell him. Put him on the phone." So he told him.
He must have -- I don't know what he said to him, but Mr. Baker didn't, wasn't pleased. And so
he said, "Okay, you can have it." You know like that, and I said, "Thank you" and then walked
out of the office. Then when I got back to that lady and told her that we could have it, now that
was like; 2 or 3 weeks had transpired, then she decided she couldn't have it. She couldn't get, she
couldn't, couldn't get the games straight, and I told her, "Don't ever ask me to do any more joint
projects with you ." I said, "Because I've gone through all that trouble to get that, when you knew
that it was a problem and then you come and tell me you're not gonna have it." So we didn't
have it. But, uh, he, he held that against me too . [chuckles]
RW-N: So you were there 7 years in that school? (DP: I was there 7 years.) And then what

happened after that? You said that schools were consolidated, where did you go then?
DP: I went to East Bank Junior.

RW-N East Bank Junior High School.
DP: Mmm-hmm, they, they made a East Bank Junior High. At that time . . .

RW-N: That was like 7 through 9?
DP: That was 7 through 9. (RW-N Mmm-hmm) See, and at that time Pratt and East Bank were
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separated. We didn't get all the kids. We got the kids that came out of Paint Creek hollow.
AB: And there we are .. .
END OF TAPE 1 - SIDE 2
BEGINNING OF TAPE 2 - SIDE 1
RW-N: . .. absolutely . .. ·
AB: Today is September 2?111, 1999. Uh, Ancella Bickley and Rita Wicks-Nelson are at London

at Washington High School with Miss Doris Payne. I have your birth year as 1930, but I don't
have the month and the, uh ...

RW-N : And is that 1930? Yes. (DP: Mrnm-hmm) That was said.
DP: That's it.
-

I

AB : Uh, we were just talking a moment ago about the family property in Virginia and I think

you've discovered some information since we last talked .
DP : Yes. The property was in what they called Lickinghole District and that was a little different

from my mother's property which was in a different district, and although the same county. And
it was -- he owned 36 acres ofland at his death and, uh, when his father died, when his father, uh,
gave him some acreages, it was 1 acre so -- his father had transferred the, transferred from his
father's property 35 acres, uh, for a small sum of money. And I thought that sum was 75 dollars,
but I am not sure about that. And, uh, so that 's how his property --that 's how he got the
property.
AB: And would you tell us your grandfather 's name again, please.
DP: My grandfather was named Humphrey Payne.
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AB: Humphrey Payne. And it was Humphrey Payne who owned the 36 acres of land. (DP :
Right) 35 acres which he got from his father (DP : Mmm-hmm) and then bought another l acre to
make the 36. Is that right?

DP: No, it was one which his father gave him.
AB: So his father gave him one acre.

DP: Mmm-hmm.
AB : And where did he get the other 35?

DP: From his, it was transferred from his father's property. I'm not sure whether, whether, uh,
Charles Payne was living at that time or not, but it was transferred, uh, to him from the property
of his father.
AB : At
his father's death then or somewhere?
;

-

DP: Seemingly, at his father's death.
AB : Uh, and that was you said "Lickinghole?" Was that h-o-1. .. ?

DP: Lickinghole, h-o-1-e, Lickinghole District. That's in Goochland County.
AB : Uh, let me see, I think when you taught at East Bank Junior High School as your last

teaching before you retired?

DP : Yes, that's right.
AB: And you went there in 1970. When did you retire?
DP: I retired in 1985 .
AB: 1985 . And you taught a total of how many years?

DP Total of 34 years.
AB: You talked about going to Marshall to do some graduate work when you were preparing to
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teach in, or to work in the library in Logan County. Did you do graduate work beyond
that or .. . ?

DP: I did graduate but not at Marshall. I went to West Virginia U. for my master's, but, uh, at
Marshall I, I took classes in literature. Cause at that time librarians were very scarce and, uh, I
had more, uh -- The principal wanted me back because I had been there for 2 years and the lady
who had gotten a maternal leave had come back to the school. And so another teacher took
maternal leave and so I came back as a, in a different field . So I taught that year, in, uh, -- I
taught, I took the library at Buffalo High School and I took the, uh, and I took a class in
geography and a couple of classes in physical education. So I had 3 different fields there I was
teaching in. And, uh, I really didn't have enough credit in library science, but I ha:d· more than
anybo~y else and I had like from my grad, from my undergraduate school, I had 6 hours so that
gave me, I had 3 hours worth so that gave me 8 hours of library science.

RW-N : And when you went to your master's, what was that in?
DP: The master' s was in health and physical education and, uh, safety.
RW-N : And what year was that? Perhaps we have it, but what year was that?
DP: I took that, I got my master's in 19 and, uh -- must have been 19 and s-s-s ... I'm not sure
about that. Uh, 19 and 70, I believe. No it wasn't. I went to East Bank in 1970. In 19 and 67, I
got my master's.
AB : And so you have a master's, uh, of science in education?

DP : Mmrn-hmm, secondary education.
AB: And your bachelor's is a B.A. or a B.S .?

DP : It ' s a B.S.
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AB: B.S.
DP : In, uh, secondary education.
AB : In secondary education. When you went to West Virginia University, did you live up there

for a time?

DP: I stayed on campus. (AB: You st--)I went to summer school up there for 3 summers and I
stayed on campus. I forget the name of that hall, but it was a, it was a nice place.
AB : Mmm hmm. And how did you like it up there?

DP: I liked it. I liked it very much. Uh, I didn't think I was gonna like it when I went up there,
but, uh, you know, it was really interesting how you can have attitudes, too, about what's gonna
happen before it happens. So I said, well I'll go on anyway. And, and when I got there, they
were it;l the rooms like they are at State with the bathrooms in between, you have a suite and 2
rooms, one on each side of the bathroom. And, uh, so there not but about maybe 6 other black
kids, black women going to school at that time at, in, in our building where we were staying, you
know, where we were lodging. So, I got this girl from Elkins who was a very nice person and,
uh, so instead of, it was sort of like people talk about reverse discrimination [chuckles] . I said,
well, I'm gonna, you know, -- we shared the bathroom, and she was real nice and everything like
that. But at that time, I didn't know what they did up there in terms of movies and stuff like, you
know, I didn't know whether they were segregated or not. So I said, "Well, I'll go on to this
movie by myself and see what happens first." So I went to the movie and nothing happened . But
I still didn't see a lot of black people. I sat where I wanted to and so the next time this girl was
going to the movie, she said, "Doris, come on and go up to the movie with me." I said, "No, I,
I've already seen that movie." I said, "I don't think I'll go to -- today." So she said, "Okay." So
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2 or 3 other times, she had approached me and asked me to go to the movie, but I wouldn't go .
And cause I still wasn't sure what was happening.

RW-N: Now was this a white woman?

DP: Yes, this was a white girl. And she was younger than I was, but she was, you know, she was
a very nice person. So, she said, "Okay." So finally she said, "Doris," she said, "I keep asking
you to go to the movies." She said, "You always refuse," she said, "Why?" [laughter] So I
laughed, I said, "Well, I . . .," her name was Becky, I said, "Becky, I'll just tell you, I'm not sure
whether they, uh, segregate at that school -- at that movie or not and I don't want to go down
there and have you embarrassed and me embarrassed." I said, "So I'm going to the .. ." And she
said, "Oh, it's not segregated, come on, let's go." So I went along with them and then after that,
we w~re real good friends . And, uh, she said, "You know one thing," later on, like I'd been there
maybe about half the summer. She said, "You know one thing, you were the hardest person to
get, to get, uh, to talk to," she said, "than I've ever seen in my life." And I just laughed. I said,
"Well, that's the way it is now." You know, we just went on, but we had that kind ofrelationshil?J
which was very nice and, um, I enjoyed it. And I, I was the only black person in the, black
woman in the field of educa -- in the field that I was studying. And there was one black man.
There were 2 of us. And most of my classes were with men, white men, and, uh, and white, and
white women in some of the classes. But I had a good time. They treated me well. I didn't have
any problems whatsoever up -- when I was going up there. Although I knew that some thing
existed, I still didn ' t have any problems with what was going on.
AB : What about race relations generally? In your community in Cannelton, what were race

relations like?
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DP: Good .
AB : Good?

DP: Very good. We, we played with the white kids until -- we did everything together till it was
time to go to school. And or church. We went to church separately. We went to school
separately. And, uh, so we had, we would go to their house, and they would come to our house.
And we had fights cause in co-- we always had fights [chuckles] with everybody. We didn't have
fights where people got hurt or anything like that. They were friendly fights and we'd get through
with them and then we'd be right back together again. So it's just like there were no disc -- there
was no discrimination in terms of housing. We didn't live across the tracks so to speak. And, uh,
so they were mixed in housing and in all parts of Cannelton. See part of Cannelton is in Kanawha
County and part of it is Fayette County. The part that's in Fayette County on the, on the camp
'

had whites and blacks mixed in all areas and we had whites and blacks mixed in all areas, and they
all got along very well together. There was not very much. They always fought and they called
names and we called them names, but. . .
RW-N : Racial names?
DP: Yeah, they called us "niggers."

RW-N : And what did you call them?
DP: We' d call them "poor white trash." And the one that they would, what was that one they

really hated to be called . . . that was ... I can 't think ofit now. Ifl think of it, I'll tell you. But
they hated to be called that and so we would call them anything that we wanted to call them, you
know, and they would call us, call us things back. But we, we always ended up ... Our biggest
problem was when we had, when Joe Louis was fi ghting. We would have problems with Joe
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Louis's fights cause Joe Louis was always beating them all up . But when Schmeling beat Joe
Louis, everybody was so disgusted . All the blacks were so disgusted and the white kids were out
there . .. And we almost got in a fight that time over Joe Louis and Schmeling, but when they
came back and Joe Louis beat him good, then we were all satisfied. So, [chuckles] so it was
really funny the way that we did and, uh, we would go to -- out. I never will forget, I was telling
this story in Sunday school the other day. My -- Louise's husband and this white boy lived right
next door to each other and they were good friends. And, uh, uh, they would go to the . .. This,
this white boy was sort of retarded and he and, uh, so they would go to the movies and Alec,
which was Louise's husband, would sit on one side and they had about a short aisle there for
blacks to sit in on the side and then the whites had the rest of them on the other side. And they
would sit where each of them would have an end seat and they could talk and laugh between
!

themselves (AB : Across the aisle.) across the aisle. [laughter] I thought that was funny, but that's
the kind of relationship we had . We never had any racial trouble. Even when, uh, even when
racial problems were on the outside, it didn' t, it really didn 't affect us. The city of Montgomery
was tragically, I mean it was a mess because -- my sister was injured. She was in a bus, a truck
th

hit her right outside the school here and we were in the 7 grade. I was in 7 th , she was in the 8th .
And, uh, they took her to the hospital in a car. They didn't call the police, they took her to the
hospital in a car. Now we were very sheltered in terms of race, in our family. My dad took us
every place or my mother went with us or whatever. So we, so -- I was coming with her cause my
brother had just gone to the Navy and we had gone to, you know how you used to go and see
them off) We had gone to see him off and then we caught the Greyhound to come to school.
And we got off the bus and this truck just came swishing by and knocked her down. . And, uh, so
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when we got to the hospital, they took us to the black waiting room. They had 2 waiting rooms,
one for black, one for white. And so I had to call my mother. At that time the phones, people up
in the hollow did not have phones. My mother did not, we did not have a phone, but our cousin
who lived down in Fayette County had a phone, and she lived close to the store and I knew my
mother was close to the store. So I told her, I asked her would she -- I went to call her and ask
her would she go up the store and tell my mother that Costella...
AB : Now you were just a teenager at that time?
DP: I was 10 years old.
AB : Oh.
DP: And, uh, so when they, uh, -- when I got to the hospital I had to go to find the white waiting

room to ;have to make phone calls. They didn't have a phone in the black room but you had to go
to the white one. And I got lost in the hospital. I had never been in there by myself before. I got
lost, but finally a teacher went with me from up, Miss Lawson, you know her. (AB: Uh-huh) She
went with me up there. And she told me to go call momma when I went to call mom, then I had a
time hunting for her and she was hunting for me cause she didn't know, I took so long, you know .
But that just goes to show you how you did. And when you went to the bus stations they
had,uh, uh, 1 for the colored and 1 for the white, that's the way it was.
AB: That was in Montgomery?
DP: That was in Montgomery. And the restaurants, you couldn't, you couldn't eat in them, but

you could buy your stuff and I remember this old lady that lived across from me was like 70 years
old and at that time and she and my mother were real good friends and they went, they were over
in Montgomery shopping and she wanted to get some, get some hotdogs. So she went into the
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Coney Island they called it, and she went in there to get her some hotdogs. And so she ordered
the hotdogs and the man came to her. She started, you know, to sit down and eat and he said,
"I'm sorry, you can't sit down in here." And she, you know how you say, "That will be so and so
cents," you know what. She looked in her pocketbook and she kept taking her money out and
looking at it and then she told him, she said, she put the hotdog back, she said, "I don't think I
have any Jim Crow money." [laughter] She -- so she put. the hotdog back and switched on out.
.

She was a really good person and so that's the kind of stuff that went on in Montgomery. But we
never had anything in Cannelton.

RW-N : Now you were about 10 at least at the time of the accident of your sister (DP: Mmrnhmm) so that would be about 1940 that you're describing, at least the hospital scene.
.
-DP: Yeah
,

RW-N: Um, when did that begin to change in Montgomery? Was that gradual or, do you have
any recollection?

DP: The NAACP put on a drive to stop, uh, that and they, they boycotted G .C. Murphy's which
was the place that all people went into. They boycotted that and they had students from, uh,
Simmons High School and from the area to go over there and do sit-ins. And that's how they got
that.

RW-N : And Simmons High School was where?

DP: In Fayette County. It was up, in Montgomery.
RW-N : It was in Montgomery though.

DP : Mmrn-hmrn, in Montgomery.
RW-N Do you know when that was?
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DP : That was about, it had to be, I'm not sure when that was. It had to be in the '40's because -

uh, no, wait a minute. That girl is younger than I am. She wouldn't have been in high school
cause I was just in junior high. It must have been in the '60's I guess, in the '60's.
AB: At home, did you all have discussions of race or so in your family?
DP: Oh, my mother was, uh, my mother's family always talked about slavery. So we had a really

strong background in terms of, of what had happened . My father did not discuss much, and of
course, my dad died when I was 26, so a lot of discussions took place after we were adults. But
that that took place ahead of time, my father's daddy, had it good because, because he was, you
couldn't tell him from a white person, my father's daddy. So he had it alright cause his father
gave him the mill and he had his family and so they didn't have to worry. My, my grandmother I
did not kpow much about, my father's mother. We didn't know much about, but she was a
Negro . (AB: Mmm-hmm) And, uh, my mother's mother was, uh, an Indian, was a part, mostly
Indian and her mother, her mother was indian. And my grandfather evidently had ...
AB: This is on your mother's side?
DP: On my mother's side. My grandfather on my mother's side evidently did not have any

trouble with, with his slave master because he did not talk much about it, and I did not know him,
but my mother said that he did not talk much about his life as a slave. And my grandmother was
always telling stories about things that had happened, you know, with them. And then, too, my
grandmother's sister was taken away from her, was moved away, and she didn't see her again
until maybe 20 years after, after slavery was over. It might have been longer than that before her
sister came back and found her and she had looked all over for her sister and couldn't find her,
but her sister came back home. And so that was a long time after, after my mother was, my
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mother was grown when that happened.
AB: Was there anger as your parents discussed, uh, their .. .

DP: My mother was very biased in at ... Well, yes, there was anger with my mother because my

mother had heard so much about what had happened. In fact, she told us the story of our uncle,
no, our cousin, who was beat so, beaten so many times he ran away. He kept running away as a
slave. She, and she used the phrase, "He ran away so much that he didn't know -- that he didn't
have the original skin on his back," because he had been beaten so much as a result of running
away. And he would come back and,uh, so my grandmother had a lot of stories to tell . Now my
grandmother stayed with my mother after, that was my, her daddy's mother stayed with them
after the slavery was over. When they came to Goochland she stayed with them. And so she had
a lot of ~tories to tell and so when my mother was looking at Alex Haley's history, she said that
was the closest thing to actually, actually what happened that she had ever seen on television or
read about. That that experience was really . . . she knew about the carpetbaggers. She knew
about all those things that happened, she, her mother had or she had experienced it. So they
were, you know, she was really . . . In fact my mother did not like white folk. And that's how
deep it was with her. And so it was funny cause my brother told before she died, he said, "Mom,"
he said, "You're not gonna die until you learn to like white folk." He said, "Cause I know the
Lord's not gonna let you die without liking, without loving everybody." So it eventually came to
that. That when my mother took sick, and she was 94 when she died, and when she took sick and
we had to get, uh, help to take care of her and that was after I retired, that was like in 19 - , I
retired in 1985 and I kept my aunt who was ill for a long time. And then my mother died in 19
and 92. So you see there's a spread of 7 years, and my mother took sick the same month that my
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aunt died , my mother took sick, and so it was like 5 years, and we had gotten different people to
st

work for her -- and then the 1 girl we got -- they were all black. We had gotten this girl who had
had some experience as a licensed practical nurse at Montgomery Hospital and that was at the
time that they were cutting off these licensed practical nurses and making the practical nurses do
the work. I mean, making the, uh, R.N." s do the work. And so she was really good to my
mother. She worked from 9 to 5 and she did everything for her; in fact, she didn't want us to do
anything for her. She said, "I'm, that's why I'm here." And so she would, then I would take over
after 5 o'clock. So we ran out of black people to get because her mother died, and when her
mother died -- the girl that was so good to her -- when her mother died, it just tore her up. And
so she couldn't work anymore. And so we, we got all different kinds of people to come in and
some

of them were,

some of them, we had one little young girl, she was about 19 and she was so

involved with her boyfriend until. Every day I'd come home and she'd be crying over something
that her boyfriend had done. [chuckles] But that happened and we had to get this white woman to
t

do it. And at 1s we got this lady, she didn 't stay but 2 days, she was so afraid . She looked like
she was afraid of black people. And so my sister who was, uh, ill at the time and stayed at the
house, too, and she said, "Doris, we gotta do something about that woman ." Said, "All she does
is--," Said, "Everytime I go in there she's sleeping and my mom ' s sleeping and mom's sleeping
and she' s sleeping." Said, "I don ' t kriow what to say." But she, she was really scared to death
nd

and I could see it, you know, so I .. . so the 2 day, I said, I hate to say anything to her, you
nd

know cause, and then the 2 day she came to me and she said, "I, I think I'm gonna have to quit."
And I said to myself, "Thank God," cause that -- I -- that relieved me of the responsibility of
having to tell her. So then we had to look for somebody and we found Lily. Her name was Lily.
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And Lily was a, was a minister's wife, very nice person. And .. .
AB : She was also white?
DP: She was white and she was a minister's wife. Well, she could relate to my mom better

because mom was really religious. So when she came to the house and she talked to momma
momma liked her, so we let her, we asked her to stay and she did . And she and mom became real
good friends . And one time [chuckles] uh, my mother, see had, uh, she really had to grow in this
because she, she just really didn't like ... She would, she had white friends, but she didn't trust
them like most people, she just didn't trust them. She would go so far and then that was her limit
with them, cause in the community, white and black together. Our next door neighbor across
was, after many years, was a white person. It used to be black, but after many years, it was a
white p~rson. And she and my mother -- and every -- all the white people didn't get along with
this white lady. And so they told mom, before she came, said, "Oh, you 're gonna have a hard
time with this lady cause she doesn ' t get along with anybody." But she and momma were the best
of friends . And she would bring mom stuff all the time, you know. She'd give momma when she
made good lye soap. You ever had people make white lye soap? She made white lye soap and
she would, when she made it she would always give mom some and she did everything that she
could. And they had a really good relationship . So she wasn't really nasty to white folk, but she
didn't have any use for them.
AB: She didn't teach you all actively not to, uh, associate (DP : No, no, we just) or anything like

that?
DP : But, but it, but it made us feel that, at least it felt, it, it made us wary of what went on, you

know with white .. . We always recognized prejudice, and I think that's a great deal. I think
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that's important that you be able to recognize it when you see it and to tell the difference, you see.
And so we were always taught that, you know, you needed an education to get along in this
world and that you, if you got jobs, you know, you were gonna have to get them through white
folk, and so you do what you're supposed to do. You get you a job, do the best you can with
whatever you're doing, and get along with people regardless of what race they were. So we
didn't have that problem, but even her grandchildren were taught the same thing. My mother had

..

a great influence over her grandchildren also . Not the great-greats, but the great-grandchildren.
AB : What inspired you all to get an education? There are 3 out of 5 children who have college

degrees.
DP: Yeah, my dad and my mother both wanted us to go to school because, uh, they both -- my

dad and mother were very intelligent people although they didn't get to go to school and, and so,
I

they were always civic-minded. We did, you know, we went, we always went on vacation and
did stuff like that when the other kids in the community couldn't. My mother was a good
manager. And I say that she was a good manager because she, my mother never worked except
as a domestic, uh, person. And I think that's what helped her to be a good home manager
because she, I don't care whether my dad was out of a job or not, we never missed meals or
anything because my mother was such a good manager. And she canned and did stuff like that
and we had a small garden, like I told you the last time. And so she did, she managed the
finances. My daddy had nothing to do with them. He would come in and make the money and
she would, she would work with it. So, I often tell them -- because at Christmastime, everybody
would come to our house to eat and my mother never had help in preparing anything. She didn't
even have our help because on Christmas, we were busy doing other stuff. And she would have a
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meal for like 25 people and look like she'd do it with the greatest of ease. And now when I'm
having the meals, cause they still come to the house for Christmas, and I have 25, it's a struggle
and everybody is bringing in food, you know. So I often say mom was one of the best managers
in that, and that a lot of that came from her experience as a domestic person because then, you
know, where -- she worked in Richmond and they had big meals that they had to serve. (AB:

Mmm hmm) You know when guests come and all that sort of stuff so . . .
RW-N: So she worked as a domestic before she married . Is that what you're saying?

DP: Yes, mmm-hmm. Right. She married -- she started working when she was young because,
uh -- and my daddy -- ironically, my daddy's oldest sister worked in, uh, Richmond, and when my
mother went to Richmond, she stayed with my daddy's oldest sister. And, and, uh, and so she sort
of look¢d after my mother cause my mother was like 14, and she sort oflooked after my mother
and helped her to find a job and she stayed with her until she found a job and,uh

RW-N: And she worked in sort of well-to-do families?

DP: She worked in wealthy famil'1es' houses.
RW-N: Now after she came to West Virginia, she did not work as a domestic?

DP: She did not work period, except as a housewife.
AB: And you children never worked?

DP: Yeah, we worked. We didn't work as such.

AB I mean outside of the home; you're talking about chores.
DP Yeah, when I went to school I had -- It was really funny cause my dad, uh, brought, you
know, he had all the money, he brought, he took care of us, really And we didn't do really hard
jobs but like when I got ready to go to school, there was no -- the work was slow, you know.
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And so I took a job for a few weeks in a hospital, but I did not like it and so I quit.
AB: This is after you finished high school?

DP: When I finished high school and we, and we went, and then I got a job. This, my next door
neighbor had a, uh, was working at a lady's house and she -- the lady next to her needed
somebody so I did domestic work for like the summer. It was really funny cause I was getting
paid 8 dollars a week. That was really something in those days, but the lady didn't require much
ofme, I worked like a half a day. And, uh, she was real nice to me and it wasn't hard work.
AB: Was that in Cannelton?

DP: No, that was in Montgomery. There was no work in Cannelton that you could do. And, uh,
so I worked that summer. That's the only outside work that I've ever done other than teach.
And after that, I got a job and when I went to school I, I had a job. And, uh, I, I worked for 3
I

years. When I did my student teaching, I did not work because I needed. . . But my dad was just
st

out of work except for the I 6 months ·of my schooling, my dad was out of work the rest of the
time.
AB: Did the other children in the family work, uh, while they were in high school?

DP:No.
AB: Your brother and your sisters?

DP: No, my brother finished school early just like I did . He was 16 when he finished school and
he went to, he took a class in, uh, at, uh, in Charleston. I said it was a welding school, but I was
talking to him and he said it wasn't a welding school. It was some other, uh, and I can ' t
remember what he told me it was. But anyway, he and his friend went to this school and did
welding and then the Army took him, (RW-N : He was drafted) the Navy. He was drafted in the
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Navy .
AB : During the times that your father was out of work, uh, how did the family manage during

those times?
DP: I told you mom was a good manager. We never knew how they managed, but sometimes he

had to have outside help, like when I went to school and my dad was busy showing grade cards.
You know, if you went to school and made good, he'd take the grade cards all around. And he
showed it to the doctor. The doctor gave him my tuition for that year.

RW-N : And was that Dr. Peck?
DP: That was Dr. Peck

RW-N: The old Dr. Peck?
DP: O~d Dr. Peck. No, no, DeWitt Peck.

RW-N: That was DeWitt. (DP : Mmm hmm)
AB: But was there any compensation that came through the miners' unions or so during the time

that . ..
DP : Not at that time, not at that time.
AB: ... that they were laid off
DP: Cause people always wondered -- you know how people are in small areas, they just talk and

talk and talk, and they always wondered how daddy got along so well . And I really, you know,
the only thing that I can tell you is that mom just savf money and they had enough to live on and
I\

we canned food and we had a garden. My dad never worked in a garden. He never worked in
another job . Even when he was off, my dad did not look for outside work, but he did go to
another company and worked . I remember one summer, we, one time he was off from work and
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he worked for Cannelton Coal Company and they were off for so long until he went to Coppers
Coal Company and got a job for a while.
AB: During the time that your father was out of work, were there ever any questions about his

remaining in the house, in the, uh, ... ?

DP: They didn't care how·long he stayed in the house.
AB: What about paying rent in that house?

DP: We paid 6 dollars.
AB: A month?

DP: A month, and 1 of that was for water. (AB : So ... ) At that time we didn't have water all the
time, but when they moved the water, the water, the outside water thing, they put' water in the
houses t;1nd we paid a dollar for water and 5 dollars for rent. I was looking at a statement that I
found, that's how I knew exactly cause I found a statement that my dad -- and that' s how much
they took.
AB : The house was owned by Cannelton?

DP: Right.
AB : And even when your father went to work for the other mining company, there was never any

problem about his continuing to live in that house?

DP: No, no, there wasn't. Cause they were out of work and they did not try to, Cannelton never
tried to put anybody out of their houses. You'd really have to be doing something really terrible
for Cannelton to put you out of a house. They never put anybody out of the -- if they stayed out
3 years, people stayed in their houses. And so there wasn 't a bit of a problem that way. But, uh,
daddy, I, I remember that, uh, when they, you know, they, they would send the, uh -- there was
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a truck that would come around and bring, in the Depression years, bring the food to the people
and everything and, uh, they would bring boxes of food to you . And the company would, at
Christmas, the company would give gifts to the children. They would give fruit baskets and stuff
like that to the kids and every kid would get their own basket. The company was really a good
company. Ifwe had leaks in the house, even ifwe, if they were not working, if you had leaks in
your house, they would come and fix your roof They were, it was really funny cause the
carpenters would come in and sit down and talk to the women, you know, while they were doing
the work. And I remember one day, this carpenter came to our house and he was fixing the floor
in the dining room and he told my mother, he said, "I'm gonna put you a oak floor in this time."
He said, "And this is gonna last you for the rest of your life." And she said, "Okay." So when I
got bacl~ from school that evening, it was just about time for him to go, he was sitting down with
I

a True Story in his hand, [chuckling] reading it and a, and a cup of coffee. He was sitting down
there drinking coffee and reading a True Story.

[laughter]

AB : [inaudible words]

DP: Marshall Rider.

AB: Marshall Rider.
RW-N : And do you still have that oak floor?

DP: We still have that oak floor, mmm-hmm.
AB : You talked earlier about your sister' s, uh, accident. You had a, a rather serious accident not

so long ago .
DP: Right.

AB: Would you . .

?
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DP: Well, I was, at the time I was working, that was right after my mother had died. I decided I
would just -- one day I was just scanning through the paper and I saw this advertisement and it
said West Virginia University Extension Services, and they needed an agent to fill out a year's
time for one year, uh, on a Kellogg Grant. So I said, "I believe I'll apply for this just to see
what's" -- I'm still suspicious - 'just to see what they're gonna do. I'll never get it, but I'm just
gonna apply for it." So, unfor - so I got the job. They gave me the job. And I took it as an
extension agent. Uh, I worked, I worked as a leadership coordinator for 15 counties in southern
West Virginia so I had a lot of traveling to do. And, and, I and so one day, I had been up to the
Baptist Convention, uh, in, and my office was in Beckley and I had -- Hilltop, I had gone up to
Hilltop and I was supposed to have a meeting here that night, a leadership meeting here that night.
So I left there early and I had this accident coming back across, uh, Page. I was going through
Route 61, that's the Oak Hill way, and, uh, when I had this-. Now I don't remember anything
about the accident except that I had it and my, another car was involved and that person did not
get hurt very badly. But I, uh, I had a broken leg and a cracked pelvis and 3 broken ribs and a
scar on my head. I had a ... In fact, I saw my skull when I got out and, uh, I had a slight
concussion and so I stayed in the hospital for 18 days. And then I came home.

AB: But you fully recovered from that?
DP: I'm fully recovered.
AB: And that's the only major illness ...
DP: Only major illness I've had.
AB: ... that you've ever had.
DP: And that's not really an illness, but that's what I had. I've never, that's the 1st time I'd even
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been in a hospital just -- as a patient.
AB: And how long did you hold that job, uh, as the extension agent?

DP: Uh, that was the end of it when I got in the accident I didn't go back because the period was
up . I, I started like in October, no, I must have started earlier than October, I had, I was there
about 9 months.
AB: About 9 months? (DP: Mmm-hmm) And that was right after you retired?

DP: No, I had taken care of my mother and it was right after my mother died and I ...
AB : So about 1994 or so?

DP: 19 and 92.
AB : 92.

DP: yeah, my mother died and my sister had died the year before that -- that was staying with us.
She had died the year before that and I really, it left me, because I had been taking care of both of
them for some time, you know. And it just left me without anything to do and I said, "I'll believe
I'll take that job." That's why I applied for it. (AB : Mrnm-hmm) And so after I got it, I took it,
and I liked it cause you got to talk with a lot of people and go to different places. All I did was
travel from place to place in the counties, checking up on their programs cause the programs had
already been established. All I had to do was monitor them and see what they were doing. So I
enjoyed it. But that was the end of it. I did not go back after that.
AB: Would you give us the specific name again of the program?

DP: I'm trying to think of the, of the specific name, but I really can't at this time. It was, it was a
Kellogg grant to develop leadership programs in communities with grassroots people and, uh, and
to connect them with social agencies . So that they could start grassroots programs in, in uh, in
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uh, developing, healthy, healthy people. They worked with health clinics and things of that nature,
but my job was to, uh, provide leadership skills to these people and they had 7 units that they used
to, uh, develop, to develop the organization so that they could maintain them after the grant was
over. And so I came in on the last year of that.
AB : And it was operating through the West Virginia University Extension?

DP: Yes, and so, so anything that West Virginia U. had was available to me at that time as a, as
an agent of that because all of that -- most of the programs that they had in the extension, they
st

had a great many which I was not aware of when I went in; it really was the 1 one I went to, the
1st meeting that I went to and they were using -- You know how people use acronyms and they
never, you never know what they are? (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) And they were busy talking around
me and telling me something W-I-N all that, I didn't understand a thing they were saying half the
time so I told this lady next to me, I said, "Can you tell me what all that stuff is?" I said, "I can't
understand a word, uh, uh, half the things they're talking about I don't even know what they
stand for." And she said, "I don't either." So I said, "Well." So I asked them, I told them then, I
said, "Well, let .. ." when I got a chance to talk, I said, " I, you all are using these acronyms and I
do not understand what you're talking about." I said, "I've been a school teacher for 34 years."
And I said, "The only extension service that I knew about was the extension service when, uh, my
mother used to go to the extension clubs and the community clubs." I said, "So you all are gonna
have to explain to me a little." So they were more careful then they explained to me. But, uh, I
had a good time at that job.
AB: You, uh, have done a lot of community work (DP : Mmm-hrnm) What caused you to get

involved with community things?
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DP: Right after, um, right after I, um, retired in '85 and after my mother, uh, well really before my

mother quit, before my mother took sick, I was, uh, we were going down the street one day and
they just emptied this school. It was vacant. It had been vacant for 2 or 3 years and they had
decided to do something with it and Louise and I were going to Charleston one day and we talked
about it and we said, "Well; maybe we ought to try to get it for a community center." So we did
that. Louise did, Louise was spokesperson for the group and I was the researcher. I did the
research work and got the stuff ready and so they gave us the building as a result of the things
that we had done. And we asked -- and Mr. Kinsolving at that time was very good in helping us
to do that.
AB : And who was Kinsolving?

DP: Kinsolving was a representative from, on the board of education from, from this area. And
!

so he talked to all the board members and said it was the only unanimous decision that board had
made in years. And they gave us the, they gave us the building. But see, we didn't really ask
them to give it to us . We wanted them to lease it to us because then they would be responsible
for some of the upkeep of it, but they gave it to us instead so we couldn't refuse it. They gave it
to us and the way we got it was through the Upper Kanawha Valley Improvement Council. They
stood, you know how they can only give it to governmental agencies; so we had, we asked the
Kanawha County Commission to do it, but they wouldn ' t do it. Mr. Stump and I fell out during
st

that time because when we I started in on this thing, we asked Mr. Stump to help us and he, and
Mr. McQueen, Charles McQueen, did help us. He, he, he told us how to get started with it,

wrote the surveys for us, mailed the surveys out to the alumnus, but he didn't get a good response
from the alumni so then he said, "Well, we' re gonna have to go a different route. We 're gonna
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have to go through the board of education and try to get it that way." So that's why we went to
the board of education that way, and so when we got ready to get it, Mr. Stump wouldn't let the
commission stand for it, you know how. And so then we had to find another agency so we found
Upper Kanawha Valley and they sold it to the Upper Kanawha Valley for 10 dollars. But there's
a stipulation in it, if it ever, ifwe ever don't use it for a community center, it will go back to the
board of education. So we do have the deed and all that, but if it's ever closed for any reason for
over I year period. We have 1 year to close it without opening, reopening it, and they'll take it
back.

RW-N: So what's your relationship with the Upper Kanawha Valley .. . ?
DP: Improvement Council?

RW-N: ;Improvement Council.
DP: None. Not a bit.

RW-N : They own it officially.
DP: No, they don't own it. They deeded it to us.

RW-N: Oh, they deeded it to you and .. .
DP: They deeded it to Washington High School, Washington High Alumni Association. And so

they don't own it. The Washington High Alumni Association owns it, but so if anything
happened, if the Washington High Alumni Association dissolves, this building would go back to
the board of education whatever, and they'd probably sell it, I guess. But that's what it would
happen cause when we were trying to get the building, they were, they were very good, the board
was really good to us because when we were trying to get the building, some people tried to buy
it then like Heck's or I believe it was the Heck's company, one of those companies that, that runs
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these, uh, discount stores tried to buy it. In fact, they wrote to the Association trying to purchase
it, but the Association wouldn't, uh, give it to them. And so the board did not try to get us to
give it up, they ...
AB: So most of your civic work centers around the community center that you have established at

Washington High School?
DP : Yes, when I, when we had, we had 2 other people helping us. We had, uh, Susan Rosshirt ..
AB : Would you spell that?
DP: R-o-s-s-h-i-r-t. She used to be the, the, uh, (RW-N: Director) Director of the Develop, the

Develop, Economic Development up in Montgomery. And so .. .
RW-N : Which is the Kanawha Valley . ..
DP: Kanawha Valley .. .
!

RW-N: Development. . .
DP : Yeah, now.
RW-N : The agency you just. . . yes.
DP: Yeah, and then we had Jerry, I think his name was Jerry Lucas from West Virginia Tech who

worked with Small Business Administration. And they heard about us doing this and they wanted
to get in on it. .. And we were glad to have them cause they had the expertise to help us. So
Susan took the job of writing grants. And so one day, I went, I was secretary of the association
so I went to -- we had had a meeting, and I went to talk to Susan about what we were gonna do,
and she said, "Doris, I'm not going to be able to work with you all anymore because my boss has
told me that I'm spending too much time with the Waslungton High Center." She said, so, and
she was sitting down then writing a grant and she said, 'Tm gonna show you how to write this
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grant and you can finish it and this is what you need to do in order to .. ." So she basically gave
me the instructions on how to write the grant and showed me how I could look for other grants.
And so I became the grant writer. And so I, then I went to getting monies, you know, to writing
grants for the monies. Well, in doing this, you meet a lot of people, and through Extension
Service, I was, I had not been in Extension ser -- I wasn't in Extension Service then. And so I, I
went to these community meetings that I would see advertised in the newspaper, you know, I
started going to those meetings and I got, I, we got, uh, you like join a network, you know, you
st

network with other agencies. So a lot of things became open as a result of that. We got the 1

year that we, it took us from 19 and 87 when we got the building to 19 and 89 to get the building
in shape. In that period we had to get monies to do this and that's what Susan Rosshirt was
working on. And Jerry Lucas got us the 501 C-3 without any trouble. People had been telling us
that it took years to get the 501 C-3 but it didn't take us that long because he did our application
and sent it in and in 6 months time, we had our determination letter.
RW-N: Now what is this you're referring to?
DP: 501 C-3 tax exempt status letter that you get from the federal government. We had had our -- our association had been chartered through the state and so -- on that you have to state your
purpos~otJ oil

~t
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END OF TAPE 2 - SIDE 1
BEGINNING OF TAPE 2 - SIDE 2
RW-N: We're running again .
DP Okay. So Jerry and Susan were really helping us through the, the, uh, basic things that we
needed to do to get the organization going. And they were with us when we, they were, we had
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sort of like a steering committee of alumnus and J eny and Susan; and we met in people's homes
and we came down, uh, until we got a proposal ready to submit to the board of education in order
that we could get the building. And so that's where they came in and so after we got the building,
uh, then we had to get the money to renovate it. And it was really tom up, you know, I told you
that we had about 15 hundred windows replaced by the Charleston Job Corps. So they
introduced us to a lot of places that would give us funds to start with. And we wrote a letter to,
uh, the alumnus of the school and so we really started on the amount of money we got from the
alumnus, which amounted to about 7,000 dollars. Uh, we collected about 7,000 dollars from the
alumnus and that really gave us some money to work with. But it, we had all volunteers and
basically we've been a volunteer organization and so .. . uh, after that, I liked writing grants.
After I started, I liked it cause my mother was sick during the time that I was doing this and my
mom really should be credited with a lot of stuff because she took, you know she was sick at the
time and she had this person over, but we were still there doing work and meeting and my mom
loved to do civic stuff. She was a great civic worker herself. And my dad was a great politician.
He liked, [chuckles] he liked, he liked to dabble in politics so he was like the representative for
our area and my mother did her social work with social organizations and civic organizations and
church. And, uh, so she had the leadership in a lot of those organizations and so we were taught
sort of to keep abreast of community activities and do things like that.
RW-N : And you had models ofleadership in your family?

DP: Right.
RW-N : When you say your dad was the representative for your area, what does that mean? (DP :

I mean . .. ) You mean informally or formally?
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DP: Informal, well, I don't know. It, it, they recognized him in the Democratic party, in the

Republican party. He was a Republican. My mom and dad both were Republican. He recognized
them -- him, in the Republican party, as the person who would work. He was a worker in, in that
area. So my dad always had -- and I, I was looking the other day, and I found a list where he had,
he had a list of all the voters in the Cabin Creek district that he was supposed to -- that was
supposed to be taken. And they gave him money to, uh, distribute and whatever they did with it,
you know, in, in paying the workers to drive cars, that was his job, to go around and get workers
to drive cars to the polls and things like that. (RW-N: Mmm hmm, mmm hmm) So whenever they
needed anything in that area (RW-N: Mmm hmm) where we lived, my dad was the one that they
consulted.
AB: Did you, were you active as a, in politics yourself?
;

DP: No, never have been.

AB: Uh, you have been active doing civic things with your sorority though?
DP: With the sorority and I worked with the WVEA.

AB: What are some of the kinds of things that you've done with the sorority?
DP: With the sorority, we do, every year the sorority has what you call leadership training and,

and, uh, so we, they give us that training; of course, we pay for it; as a member going to these
things you pay your way there and everything, but the leadership training is free . And so we took,
I took leadership training through the sorority and then our sorority does what they call a
debutante cotillion. And that is our project in this area where we take high school kids and, uh,
high school young ladies I should say, and when they're getting ready to graduate and we have
like a debutante ball for them . And it's like a corning out party and we use the high school boys
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to be the escorts and we, we have a service program with them. We don't just take them in there
and run them for that day, but we teach them all different kirids of skills, social skills, uh, career
opportunities; we go to them with career programs to sort of introduce them to things they're
gonna need . We give them academic work like helping them to learn how to interview for jobs
and do things of that sort. We have a program like that that they do . Then they, now it's grown
to the point now, that they do like community service types. They have community service
projects that they do in the sorority that, you know, in their communities.

RW-N : Now where is this actually operating?
DP: In the Kanawha County system mainly. We work, our, our sorority meets in Charleston. We
don't have a regular headquarters, but, but they meet in Charleston all the time and that's where -Louise .and I are about the only ones from up on this end that go to Charleston for the sorority.
(RW-N: Mmm-hmm) Uh, but they're mainly from the Charleston area, Rand and Levi, and on the
upper end, Cross Lanes up that a way.

AB : Did you not do some work with undergraduate chapters at, uh, Tech or something?
DP: I was the advisor to the, uh, undergraduate chapter of the sorority at Tech for many years,
say 10. I still am, but we don't have a chapter up there now because things are so -- the kinds of
students that they have there now. They' re just not getting students with the grades because our
sorority has an average that's a 2.5 average that you have to maintain and you have to have to get
into the sorority. And unfortunately those girls up there are not, they're not getting 2.5 averages
and even when they get them, it's hard for them to maintain them . (RW-N : Mmm-hmm) And so,
we, we had a problem like that Now we, when we had, when we started the sorority up there,
st

st

we were the I sorority and the AlphCs were the 1
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uh, um, fraternity up there . And, and we

remained there longer than any of them, but the others came in, but they couldn't remain for a
long period of time. And I took it for the fact that they really didn't have the, they didn't have an
advisor close by to work with and see, by, by me living up this way I was close by and I could do
a lot of things that other advisors ... And I think that's why theirs didn't work as long, but I was
st

not the 1st advisor. We, uh, Mrs. Chiles was the 1 advisor and she stayed advisor for, she
worked on West Virginia State, on West Virginia Tech's campus. And that's the ideal way to
have it, but she gave it up after 3 or 4 years, and then I, they asked me to be the advisor. So I
stayed there and so I worked with college students. And, and not only did I work with the, with
the

AK.l's, but I worked with the BS -- not the BS -

the, uh, West Virginia Tech Student

Government Association. We had a relationship whereby students knew me and I knew them and
we wpuld have, we would try to coordinate programs with them through the sororities and the
fraternities . So . . .

RW-N: So your involvement extended over several years?
DP: Yes, I, I was advisor, I guess I've been advisor for, uh, 10 years or more (RW-N: Mmmhmm)

SO . ..

AB: What about NAACP? Have you worked with .. . ?
DP : I worked in the NAACP for a long time . I was, when I moved back to, I taught in Logan for
10 years . When I moved back to Kanawha County, I, I became secretary of the N double-ACP,
and I remained its secretary until 19 and 90, 19 and, uh -- somewhere around 19 and 90, I guess, I
gave that up when my mother was sick and I could not handle it like I should so I, I did not run
for that and .

AB: As you have worked with organizations or just kind of lived your life generally, have you
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found that being a woman, uh, handicapped you, kept you from doing anything that you wanted
to do?
DP: Not but one thing and the only thing I can remember, and, and that was when I got out of
high school, when I got out of college, I wanted to go to the navy. And, uh, my dad and my
brother influenced me not to go. They didn't want me to go cause my brother had had
experiences, you know with, and he was a navy person and he said, "Doris, you don't really want
to go there." And they really, I really wanted to go, but I didn't go because they objected so
strenuously. And my dad just, he was one of these people, he just wouldn't have it. Dad
[chuckles], you know, that's the way he was.

RW-N: And that was because you were a woman?
DP: That was because I was a woman.
-

i

RW-N: They felt that that wasn't. ..
DP: They felt that it wasn't, they felt that there would be things there that I would not be able to,
uh, deal with as a woman in the army at that time which was like 19 and 51. And they felt that it
just wasn't a suitable job for a woman. They felt that the women that went into the navy at that
time, they just felt like it wasn't ... It, it would ruin your whole reputation, that's the way they
felt about it. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) And so I just didn't go after they objected so. But other than
that, being a woman has, I mean I've done really what I wanted to do in terms of, uh, ... I never
wanted to do things like men do particularly or you know, I'm not one of these crusaders for
men's, for women's rights in terms of jobs because I, I don't think the women should be working
in the coal mines and doing things like that so I'm sort of partial there.

RW-N: Why do you think women shouldn't be working in the coal mines or other kinds of
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things?

DP: The 1st thing because of their physical strength and, and because of the, I know, see my dad
worked in the mines all his life and he ended up with silicosis which caused his death, and which
caused him to have a really tough time of it because they didn't have oxygen in the homes like
they do now when he was sick. He, he stayed up a many a nights when he could, he had to go
out on the front porch in all kinds of weather to get his breath good because he couldn't get it in
the house. And that's one thing that, that I don't, you know, I wouldn't want my sister .. . And
then another thing, they don't have bath facilities or anything. They don't have, at that time, they
still don't have toilet facilities or anything in the coal mines . And so, you know, I don't, my
brother talks about that all the time, about you know, how men make jokes about the women and
st

stuff You know, made jokes when they 1 came in the mines because, another thing, men
'

wouldn't used to go in the mines if a woman was there. You see, they, women were sort oflike
taboo in mines for a, in the mines for

a long time.

And so I had just been taught that. I have just

been brought up that way. I wouldn't go into the mines. I don't like to coal mine. I'd like to be
a bus driver; that's one thing I like (laughter] that I never got to be. I'd like, I would have liked
to drive the bus.
AB : You spoke earlier about going to a meeting for abused women. (DP: Yes) Uh, so you have

been somewhat involved it seems in women's issues.

DP : Yes, with the, with the, uh, with WVEA and NEA really started me off on that track because
when we worked with the NEA and the WVEA, and I think we started that about 1970 when
Louise dragged me to a meeting up at Detroit, to the convention when Roscoe Keeney was
running for president and we went there in support of him. And ever since then, I've been active
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in WVEA and NEA. I'm not active now, but I was until I retired . And uh, and uh, there were a
lot of, at that time there were a lot of issues, like women's issues and black issues and so forth
that you dealt with. And so we've had a lot of training in all those areas . Uh, and I guess that's
why I've been involved because I've had more community training. One woman told me, she
said, "Doris, you still taking these classes?" But I've been at, I've been at, uh, in community work
through Washington High School and through the WVEA and NEA, and the N double•ACP .
They give a lot ofleadership training, too. And then I took -- the best training I ever got though
was through the NEA. And we had a program, just, we had a black caucus and you know about
that cause you were, you wrote the history of our school through the black caucus. And they, uh,
I mean the history of education in West Virginia, and so this black caucus was . .. There were 7 of
us, I think, 7 or 8 of us that went to WVEA all the time. And we went to delegate assembly and
i

represented the assembly which you had to be elected to. Fortunately, we always got to go out
through Kanawha County. Louise would go through the state sometime. I always went through
Kanawha County Education Association. They would send us. And they, and the black caucus,
there had a, a program, you were talking about the book, uh, strike? The girl that came here from
the, for, from the wv,;., from the NEA for that, uh, book strike was, was one of the trainers for us
when we were with the black caucus. Her name was Lori Winn and she was one of the greatest
trainers that I've ever been to. And, and so we had, we had that group . Then we had the
NAACP and the sorority all dealing with economic stuff and so when I took the extension job, I
got into the community part, community-based, I have a whole lot of training in community
development and resource work like that. I've just got, I just went to oodles of things in the West
Virginia Education Association that was, were training programs for all different sorts of things
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and I had political action training with the NEA, and with the N double ACP, but it just never.
AB : But you don' t see yourself as a feminist?

DP: I don't see myself as a feminist because, uh, I think that, uh -- well, I'm trying to think of
when I really did some specific work with them, and I'm not sure that I've done much specifically
with women' s issues except-- then my vote when the time comes, that's about all it is. And so ..
RW-N: Let me ask you a question about, um, black women specifically. It is sometimes said that

black women carry a double burden in life. They have to deal with racism and they have to deal
with sexism so that their burdens are particularly heavy. How (DP : Inaudible) do you relate to
that idea? (DP : I think ... )Do you relate to that idea?

DP: I think that it's true. I think it's true and I think that sometimes they're caught in a bind with
it becau;se like if they, if they need a black person and a woman, they will try to put, find a black
woman so that they can fill both positions. And I've had problems with it in dealing with
organizations, social organizations and I tell them all, "I'm not gonna be a token. I'm, you' re not
gonna put me in a token position. If you want me to work, that's fine . If you really want me to
work, but I don' t want to be put in any place as a token. Cause I'm not a, I'm not, I'm not gonna
be a token for anybody ." And, and that's, that, that goes really back to my training from my
mother. Cause my mother and father has always taught us, and my dad was very active, as I said,
he was active in politics. Mom was never active in politics, but we were always taught the
importance of a vote . But I remember when I went up to West Virginia U for a leadership
training program and I had, I did not get an absentee ballot, so I came back home to vote and then
went back up to the thing. So some people up there said, "Would you go all the way
home to .. )' I said, "Yes, voting does not mean to you what it means to me" I said because too
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many people died for us to vote for me to miss my vote because I'm coming to a leadership
training program. (RW-N: Mmm hmm) And so that's the way I feel about it. I think that, I really
don't, I really don't take to women's issues as much possibly as I should, but, uh, it, I guess it
depends on what you want to do with your life whether you're not, that's the way I feel about it,
whether or not you, how much you participate in those kinds of things cause a lot of the things
that they participate in, I'm not really gung-ho for it, but I'll go along with them up to a certain
point. You know, and I'll do what I can to promote it up to a certain point, but after that, I'm
finished.
RW-N: Is it true that you have long been active in community things, but even more active since

you retired?
DP: De~nitely. I do more work since I retired than I was doing when I taught. [laughter]

RW-N: Now isn't it also true, um, that you are in some way heading up the efforts at Bluefield

State, with regard to the president's house down there and collecting money for that effort? I got
a Bluefield State newsletter that came in the mail over the weekend and .. .
DP: Are you a Bluefield Stater?

RW-N: No, I'm not, um . ..
DP: Okay.

RW-N : And I noticed your name on one page with regard to that effort and I noticed your sister

who lives in Baltimore, would you help me with her name?
DP: Her name's Ruth Payne Brown.

RW-N : Ruth Payne Brown
DP : She always puts the Payne in there.
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RW-N : Yes; is head ofthe alumni association down there.
DP: She's the president of the . . .

RW-N : President, but that you also were .. .
DP: National Association. I'm chainnan of the Hatter Hall of the Alumni House Advisory

Council (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) which is to get the Alumni House dedicated by 2000 and get
monies to help to renovate it and, uh, so that's, I just had a group corning to my house over the
weekend, I was so beat last night until I had a committee meeting on -- when was that meeting?
-- on the constitu, trying to revise the constitution of Bluefield State College Alumni Association
to do some things; but you see Bluefield State has been an inactive, they're, they've been active
association, but they have not dealt with civic, with civic things and with trying to improve things
like th.at. So we're trying to sort of get them interested in doing some other things and to
'

preserve the heritage because, actually, I do feel that they're not doing anything at Bluefield State
to preserve its heritage; in fact, I think they're going the other way. They're really trying to get
rid of it as a historically black college except to get the funds . (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) And so that's
why I became interested. I've not always worked with Bluefield State Alumni Association and I
blame myself for that. I said that's probably our fault the reason that they're in the position,
predicament they're in right now. But you've got to have, uh -- and so when my sister was
secretary of the association, and they started talking like in 19 and 95 . I don't know if you
remember Reverend Powell from Parkersburg?
AB: I think I do .
DP: He's a minister a.nd his daughter at that time was president of the, uh, alumni association and

she was trying to get some things done with Hatter Hall to make it an alumni house. And nobod y
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would, they had this committee, but the committee did not move the project. So when they, they
brought this project up again, maybe about 4 years ago and they asked, and so my sister
volunteered to take the leadership in getting that done. And so after she had been in there about a
year, she called me and asked me would I work with her. And I told her, "Yes," so she told me
st

what she was trying to do . And I said, "Well, the 1 thing we need to do is to get that put on the
federal register and then we can get some funds, perhaps to do some other things." So that's how
that came about (RW-N: Mmm-hmrn) and so when she, uh, when she became president, she, uh,
could not take care of both responsibilities so she asked me if I would chair the program and so
that, that's really one of, that's really one of her, uh, aims.
AB: As you have talked about your life experiences, you seem to be outspoken if there is an issue

that concerns
you or if you think that, uh, you have not been treated fairly. Is that (DP : Yes) a
;
fair statement?
DP: Yes, that's a fair statement and everywhere I go, I'll tell them, "I don't wait around this ... "

like this, that's how I got connected with the Tobacco Coalition. I, and I was just looking the
other day, I had 7 different things and I said, "I've got to weed these out. I can't stay along in
them." But they, they invited me to speak. Somebody gave them my name and they invited me to
be on a panel at the, the tobacco, uh, convention, the anti-tobacco convention that they were
giving, that the Tobacco Coalition was giving. So I, I went to be a speaker and then when I went
into that building, I saw they had about 250 or 300 people there and there was, I only saw 3
blacks and I was in that number. And so I just asked around, I looked around before I got ready
to be on my panel and I couldn't find any more so when it came time for my panel I told them
st

that, that the 1 thing that I saw wrong was that, uh, I couldn ' t find any blacks. I said, and, and
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you know a lot of people don't like to admit it, but when I go into a place, I look for black
people. Now I, that's something that I usually do . And I remember when I was teaching in
school, and these, these people -- teaching over at Pratt, and this one woman, another teacher
approached me, and they were having some problems with the black kids, you know. And so this
woman said, "Well, you know, Doris, I don't know why this is happening." She said, "Because I
don't even know how many blacks I've got in my class." I say, "I know exactly how many I've
got in my class." I said, "I know every year how many kids I've -- how many black kids I've got
in my class." I said, "Cause I'm looking out for them." And I said, uh, "So, you know, I know
that. .. " I said, "I don't know how many whites I've got cause most of them are white." You
know, I said, "So I don't have to really, ifl got 85 people and some classes were all white." I
said, "So
I don't have to worry about them. I worry about the black kids cause I want to know
;
how they're treated." So I'm outspoken in whatever I go into. And this domestic violence lady, I
told her because this Tobacco Coalition people really got me involved, but they're not doing
anything to help the situation, so I, I said, ''I'm getting out of that." Because I've been in there
some years and I told them this, I said, "We need to have, if you're going to involve blacks .. ."
That was their aim, that was their goal to involve blacks. I said, "If you're gonna involve blacks,
you're going to have to do more than just put somebody on the committee." I said, "What you
really need to do is get somebody in the planning of the thing." And this is, this is the thing I tried
to tell them, that you've got, you ' ve got to involve blacks in the planning if you want them to
work. Because you've, you've, you've gone in and straightened everything out and then you
want them to come in and do what you said, but you don't have their input. So the Tobacco
Coalition hasn't done that and so I tried to get, we tried to get, there was several more black, uh,
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people with me at that time, and we tried to get this black person who was in charge of the
agency up at, uh, Morgantown to be a member of the planning, the steering committee. And they
had a vacancy and we went to this meeting to talk with the steering committee and they acted just
like we were not there. And that made me make my decision that that wasn't an organization we
needed to work with cause (AB : Mmm hmm) I really, I was really not that interested in keeping
people from smoking anyway cause, you know, uh. I think it's important for young kids, but we
tried that here in this building with the young kids and they, they, they, uh, we had a hard time
with those kids because they wanted to smoke anyway.

AB : Well, does that streak in your personality, uh, has that carried on through, when you were,
from childhood onward? What kind of child were you? Were you that. . . ?
DP: All of my sisters have the same; we are all just alike. We, we speak our minds. And I think

that comes from our mother. Now my daddy wasn't a very, he wasn't very vocal on things. My
mother was vocal. If she didn't like something, you knew it. (AB : Mmm-hmm) And I think
Louise and my sister Ruth is the same way. My brother is just like my dad, my mother. He' s
peaceful. My mother was a peaceful woman and my daddy wasn't so peaceful, but he, my mother
was peaceful but she still spoke out. But my brother took after her and he doesn't like, although
he's active in a lot of things, he doesn't like to speak against things .. .

RW-N: How else would you describe yourself when you were a child, you, yourself, (DP: Me?)
not your siblings. [laughter]

AB : Were you a serious child?
DP : No, not really. I was, uh, let me see, I can ' t describe it. [laughter] As a child, I was ...

RW-N : Excuse me, I want to put something on the tape As we talk to Ms . Doris Payne, her
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sister, Louise Payne Anderson, who we're also interviewing has come into the room and is sitting
here and I'm not so sure that that's so good because, um, when we asked that question, the sister
is smirking over here . But we'll go on anyhow [laughter] and let Doris finish her description.
DP : Okay, I was, I was, uh, I was close to my youngest, my older sister that died. I was real

close to Costella. And Costella was a, a very boisterous person, and she liked to do things like
this so I followed her. I was a mamma's baby when I started. When I start to school, the I

st

remembrance I have of my mother was when I was real young and everybody else was in school
and we had a fireplace, a coal fireplace, and so my mother would take the ashes out in the
morning and empty them. And I can remember myself following, tagging behind her and I had a
younger sister, Ruth, at that time, and I can remember following her everywhere she went, I went.
I woul~n't, I wouldn't stay away from home overnight for anything except when I was about
maybe ...
AB: That was because you didn't warit to be away from your mother?
DP: Because of my mother. I stayed with my mother most of the time. But I still played with the

kids. We had black and white kids and I liked to play. So I would, we would come in, in the
evenings I would play with the kids and everything, but I never had a particular girlfriend or
anything cause the girls my age, except for my sister, didn't like to do the things that my sister and
I were doing. So they would do other things . They would play with dolls and stuff like that, and
we'd play car, you know. At that time [chuckles] we would have, you'd go in your mamma's and
get a top and put your stick in the ground and have gears . And then we would play, we'd get out
in the yard and build us some cars and we would play cars and we would play ball (RW-N : Mmmhmm) and we'd play football. And so we played mostly with boys. (RW-N: Mmm hmm) Cause
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there weren't too many girls our age to start with and so -- we fought. I remember I fought for
my oldest sister. She didn't like to fight at 1st . She never really got into a serious fight with
anybody but me and so I was taking up for her cause my cousin, who was a boy -- he and Costella
used to always, his name was Kenny, and he and -- Kenny and Cassie would fight a lot between
themselves, but they were still staunch buddies. They did everything that you could think of that
· was wrong. [laughter]
RW-N: So you, you described yourself as being attached to your mother and I began to get the

feeling that you perhaps were shy, but it doesn't sound like you were shy.

DP: I was shy.
RW-N: You were shy.

DP: Mmm-hmm.
RW-N : But you ...

DP: In school I never will forget, I had an experience in school that was ridiculous. l 0th grade,
the, the, the teacher, the history teacher was giving a program and he wanted and he, and so he
gave us all things to do . And I knew my part perfectly. I knew every word of it. And so when it
came time to go to the assembly and give the program, I said my whole speech and nobody
understood a word I said. [laughter] Ooh, I was so nervous till I couldn't -- I said my speech, but
nobody understood what I said. My voice would just trem -- my voice used to just tremble when
I talked and so, that was an experience for me and it kept me from speaking for a long time. And
who really got me into speaking was Lynda Ann Ewen. When we used to go to human relations
meetings and Lynda Ann Ewen used to go with us. Well, she would be there. She didn't go with
us, but she would be there. And one day she asked me to speak on a human relations panel, and
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she had turned my name into the national office there to be on this panel. And I told her, I said,
"Lynda Ann, I do not speak like that." I said, ''I'll give it a try."

RW-N : Do you know when that was?
DP: That was like in 19 and, oh, it must have been in the ' 60's. I'm not sure. Somewhere in
the -- no, it was after the '60's cause 19 . . .

RW-N: But it certainly goes back?
DP: It goes back a while, 20 years maybe, 25 . Well, this is 1999, I guess it goes back to about 30
years. But anyway, she asked me to speak on this panel and, and the only thing that sav/ me was
/I

I had a desk like this and I could, I could hold onto the desk and talk at the same time and so
that's the way I did. Right now . . .
AB: B;ut tell me, that does not seem, uh, doesn't compute for me because you were a teacher and
you were getting up (DP : People used to always . . . ) in front of students . ..

DP: ... tell me that, but you know one thing, students did not bother me. I got along real well
with my students. I never had a nervous day with them in terms of stuff like that. In fact, going
into, to Pratt, when I came from Buffalo, I, I came from really from Logan East Junior High
School, and I was a very traditional person and I was a very strict disciplinarian. And so when I
got, when I -- In Logan, I never had a problem in either -- really, when I was in the segregated
st

schools, and that was my 1 teaching job -- that was a little more difficult for me than teaching
when I went to Logan East, which was a white school and had few . ..

AB: Why?

-

Df :

Because, I think that there was a certain kind of respect that, that, uh, the students at Logan East
st

gave me that the students at Buffalo did not. And the 1 thing they, they~they gave it to me
I\
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I
I

probably because I was black and they were white. But the black kids knew you as black and so
they didn't really, you didn't really have that problem. Plus, I didn't know their parents. I didn ' t
know the people in that section of the country, you know, the state. So it was different from
when I taught at Pratt cause when I was in Pratt, I knew all the black parents, but I didn't know
the black parents in, in, in Buffalo. And they had a P.T.A. there and so you met some of them
that way, but you didn't really know them. So I didn't know the kids as well, I guess, as I did the
kids here. And so there was, the school, it was just different in a black school to me. The, the
kids felt freer at doing things than they felt in, than the black kids felt when I got to Kanawha
County. And they recognized me right away as a strict disciplinarian and they had not had many
teachers who were strict disciplinarians. And they had 2 or 3, you know, who were· strict
disciplinarians, but on a basis, they did not have a whole lot of strict disciplinarians. And I think,
I

one thing that I demanded too much out of them, I really think I did because I always, I, I was
always taught to do the very best you can with whatever you do and stick with it. And, and some
of those kids came from homes that really didn't, didn't allow them to do those kinds of things.
And so I don't think I was really patient enough with them in terms of being freer with them and
doing, giving them more freedom in doing their work and, and, and doing things like that. But
they taught me one thing, they taught me . . . [chuckles] I don't know ifl told you about the ! st
st

fight. I tried to stop my I fight at Buffalo High School and these, these were 2 girls fighting. In
the movies, you see how the people stand up on the steps and one girl was up on the steps and
this other girl was standing, that other girl jumped right down on top of that girl. And, and they
were fighting like men. And so I was a good fi ghter myself, I could fight. So I went in to get
them, you know, to separate them and they, one of them hit me in the, in the process. So I got
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them stopped, but I told the principal, I said, "Don't ask me to stop another fight." I said, 'Tm
not gonna stop another fight as long as I teach." And so I didn't. I didn't go back into the battle
any more. I could, I would stop them ifl could holler at them and, you know, get them to stop,
but, I wouldn't but. .. So I think that was the difference. And I was cheerleader supervisor so I
would go to all the ball, football games. I would travel with the basketball team and the football
team everywhere we went and sometimes I had to drive them ifwe didn't -- we went in cars, after
I got my car I would have to drive some of them to the games and stuff like that. So that's how I
built the rapport up with the students. But in my classroom, I expected them to do what I say and
to learn something. And so, uh, some of them didn't want to learn, just like all kids, you don't -everybody's not gonna want to learn and so at that time, you had all kids mixed together. You
didn't have separated, uh ...
'

AB: By tracks or so.
DP: By tracks, yeah. You had them, you had them all there and you had the, the slower ones you

had to help and the larger ones, and the smarter ones you had to help . You had to give them
something to do . So kids always called me a tough teacher. They always referred to me as being
a mean teacher because I, I tried to, and except for the better students. The better students
realized what it all . . .
RW-N : What was the most satisfying thing for you, especially now when you look back on your

teaching career?
DP: I think that part of it is the most satisfying part, that the kids that I taught now understand

and I meet them on the streets and they tell me about some of the situations. I think that's the
most satisfying part. Cause each of them always has a little incident. You talk about me telling

92

incidents, they each have a little incident of what I've done, what I did to them in school. And 2
of them come to mind. One was a girl who went to, uh, Marshall University and she was taking
health and physical education as her major. And so she was saying, she came, she met me on the
street, 2 or 3 years, she was like a senior in college. And she met me and after greeting and
everything she said, "Ms. Payne." She said, "I'm gonna tell you something." She said, "I thought
you were mean in school," she said, "but you know one thing." She said, "When I got to
Marshall," she said, "all those kids were fussing about what they had to do in physical education,
how they had to take tests, and how they had to, uh, take tests for the skills and everything." And
she said, and I told them, she said, "I whizzed through that class, Ms. Payne." She said, "I got an
A in everything I took." And she said, "I told them." Said they said, "Why do you like physical
educatjon so much?" She said, "I've always had tests in physical ed." She said, "When my junior
high school teacher gave us tests," she said, "so they don't mean anything to me. I already know
that stuff that you all are fussing about." And so that kind of thing is really satisfying when you
find kids like that. And another one is a little black girl who was a very good student, an A
student in physical education. And for some reason I gave her a C and she did not come to me
and tell me that I had given her a C, and I, and, and so she met me maybe 5 or 10 years and she
said, "Ms. Payne," she said, "I remember that, do you remember giving me that C?" And I said,
"No, I don't remember giving you a C." She said, "You gave me a C in physical education." She
said, "I was so mad at you. You gave me a C in physical education" She said, "And I didn't
think I deserved a C." I said, "Well, why didn't you come to me and tell me?" She said, "I don't
know why I didn't come." She said, "Some of them told me to go to you, but I just didn't come,"
she said. And I said, "Well." She said, "Well , how about going back and getting the records and
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changing it now." [chuckles] Because she was really an A student. She was an A student and I
don't know how she got the C, either, so I told her, I said, "Well, I don't know how you got it ."
cause she was really an A student. So you find kids and they don't really, they're not really angry
at you for doing that. And then another thing I found out, a girl came to me, a white girl came to
me. She said, we were talking about teachers, you know, we were talking about teachers that she
had been in. And she said, "Ms . .Payne," she said, "did you ever know that my brother liked
you?" I said, "No, I did not." She said, "You were his favorite teacher." Now that's a white boy,
see. And I said, "Well, no, I didn't know that." I said, "I wish I had known." (RW-N : Mmmhmm) But those kinds of things, I think are the most satisfying things ...

RW-N : Do you think you were a good teacher?
DP: I thought I was an excellent teacher. (RW-N : Mmm-hmm) [laughs] Because, I tell you why.
I'm gonna tell you about this incident that happened and people don't think, you know, people,
you have to be human, I think when you're teaching, you just can't let everything go. They had a
habit of taking the physical education teacher on the last, during the last week of school and
throwing water all over them. Well, I had one black girl in my class and she told me ahead of
time cause she knew about hair. So she said, "Ms. Payne, they're planning to throw water on
you." And I said, "Really?" She said, "They do it every year, Ms. Payne, but they're planning to
throw water on you before you leave here today." So I said, "Okay, thanks for telling me ." So
she would come back every while and she'd come back and tell me. I had an office up in the gym
and so she said, ''I'm gonna let you know about it when they ' re doing it." So I said, "Okay." So
I had sent them over to the field ; we had to walk across the highway to go to the field to -- we, it
was spring-like. And you had to, we had to do some track work. So I told them to go over

94

there, and they all went except Karen, so she stayed back to keep watch on these kids . But, she
missed this girl who was really, this white girl was, uh, just -- Karen was the only black in the
class, but she missed Patricia. And Patricia was always doing something wrong in class. She was
like my sister; she was always trying bad things to do . Well, this wasn't really bad, so she, she
had stayed behind and she had somebody else with her, and, but Karen had missed them. So when
Karen and I walked onto the field, she came up from behind me and threw all that water. It went
all over my back like that, you know. So then, I caught her, and I caught the girl -- and Karen
caught the girl with her, and we took them in the shower and then all the other kids came back to
join in the fun . We put them all in the shower, every last one of them. We put them in the shower
and wet them up . So Karen was the only dry one in the bunch, and everybody else was wet. So
this teacher saw them, well, Mr. Beaver who was our phys. ed. teacher saw them, but he didn't
I

pay any attention to, cause he knew what they were doing. And he was just laughing when I went
to catch them; they didn 't think I was going to catch them and do them that way, see, and I
caught ever last one of them and we put them in the shower. And, uh, so this other teacher that
was teaching English, she saw them, she told the principal. So the principal called me to the
office afterwards, you know, and he said, "Ms. Payne, are you having some problems?" I said,
"No, I'm not." And he said, uh, "Ms. Gilmore told me that they, uh, they threw some water on
you ." I said, "Yes, sir, they did. " And he said, "Well, what about it?" I said, "Well/ I said, ";t
was just a joke." I said, "We were just playing." I said, "Now I put every last one of them back
in the shower." I told him just like that. I said, "I got them all in the shower. " I said, "Their
whole class was wet." I said, "Because, because they threw, they got the water on me," I said,
"So I got the water, I got back at them, I got the water on them ." So it was just, you know, li ke
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that, but the teachers thought it was awful, but I didn't see it as awful. I saw it as something that
kids liked to do and in phys. ed . like that you do a lot of things. (AB : Mmm hmm) But, but kids
really, they behaved because I remember one of the teachers at my retirement party, was my
teaching partner and she said, "When Doris went out of her room .. ." She would help; I would
make them sit in their exercise place on the floor. And she said, "You know one thing, they sat
there and they and then when Doris came back, they'd still be on the floor." So I realized that
they respected me as their teacher, even though they thought I was mean, they still respected me
as a teacher.
AB : Did teaching change in the years that you were in the profession?

DP: ·

Dei'fvi:~tely I de-.-fiA·,fe-(y.

AB: In what way?
l

DP: In behaviors and respect the kids had for their teachers. It changed in the way they wanted
st

to learn. Uh, when I 1 started teachirig, and my greatest experience in teaching kids who wanted
to learn was in Logan . Those kids really wanted to learn, I felt. And, and they learned more, I
think, than the kids in Kanawha County did when I taught them. When I came back to Kanawha
County, I think they were, they were more dedicated to their education than the kids in Kanawha
County. And so . . .
AB : Would that have had anything to do with that having been a black school?
DP: No, it was a white school that I left .
AB : In Accoville?

DP: No, it wasn't a black school. It was a white school.
AB: Oh, okay .
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DP: It was, it was Logan East.
AB: Alright.
DP: The black school in, in Logan county was good in terms of human relations, rapport between

teachers and students and then you're teaching them that there's some things that you have to
deal with out in this world. And I think that's basically what a black school did that white schools
don't do. They taught black students that when you go out into this world, you've got to deal
with the white world. So there's certain things that you need to know to do and how to take care
of yourself and how to, how to be, uh, good workers in whatever job you're in and stuff like that
and character-building. It was more character-building. In the white schools, there's not so much
character-building, it's just I found that difference. But the kids that I taught were very well
behaved bebause of our principal, I think. He was a Jewish, I think he was Jewish, I can't really
tell Jews, but I think his name was a Maroushy, so he was something. I don't know what he was.
AB: This is a principal where?
DP: At Logan East. (AB: At Logan East) The white school. And he would sit on that

intercom, he did not even have a vice-principal when we had twelve hundred students and about
fifty teachers. And I was the only black teacher on the faculty. They put us there at the, for
integration.

And at that school, I taught seventh grade geography.

I loved teaching

geography and, and the kids were so receptive, but we had a lot of, we had a mixture of kids.
We had the rich folk from the island; their kids came, and then we had the kids from Kistler and
those places who lived in very poverty-stricken areas, and then we had the kids from Holden and
up that a way who were average kids. So we had a, a very diversified group of students. But
that principal had so much, he could get on the, on the \
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intercom and find out an answer to a problem when 12 hundred kids were involved, you know,
·with 12 hundred students. And I remember one time they went into the neighbor -- we, we -Logan East was right in town. They went out of town to this place where the students would go
at lunch hour and, uh, two boys got into a fight and uh ...

END OF TAPE 2- SIDE 2
BEGINNIGN OF TAPE 3 - SIDE 1
AB: You w,ere telling us about an incident involving the principal at London East.
DP: At Logan East.
AB: At Logan, Logan, I'm sorry, Logan East.
DP: Right, and so this incident happened, they were fighting in the building and the, and the
owner of the building came and told him about it and told him that they were just destroying
things and so he got on the intercom and he told them, "There's been a fight down at the ... ," I
forget the name of the place but at the restaurant. He said, ''Now I wanna know who did it and I
don't want and I don't want to wait until this evening to have to find out." He said, "I want to
find out right now who did that, who caused that fight." In less than an hour he knew who
caused the fight.

RW-N: And you see that as eroding in the schools, huh?
DP: Definitely, definitely that's eroding. He, he, he did that and he had the help, he had a teacher
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who served like a vice-principal would ; who helped him with the discipline. And then his
secretary knew everything; she knew everything about that school. If you wanted to find out
something and he wasn' t there, she knew it. And she could tell you. So that school was run by
that secretary and that, that assistant teacher, that teacher that was assisting him and that secretary
really. And then the teachers, all they had to do was teach and, uh, and so I didn't have any
st

problems at that school. I thought I would cause it was the 1 integrated set-up I had been in and
I thought I would really have some problems. But the, the, the children were very nice to me and,
and -- about

?111 graders, I think 70t, it brought me -,- that I thought the 70t grade was the best class

to teach -- in all my teaching, I thought the 7ili graders were the best because they told you things.
They would come to you and talk to you, and they would come to me and talk to me even though
I was t~e only black teacher in the school. At noon hour, they would come in and sit down and
talk, and I knew them, I, I was young teaching then so I knew them all by name and everything
like that. And, and, uh, so they, we really had a good time and they worked on projects. They
were interested in what we were doing in class and we had -- cause I had a really good history
teacher myself and so I sort of took his lead in doing things cause I loved his geography class.
And so I sort of took, tried to teach in somewhat his manner and, and I found it very successful
with those kids at Logan East. And so a lot of the projects that I did in high school we took, I
took there. And I took black history into the school. Black, we would talk about black things,
you know, whenever, whenever the opportunity came. Even in geography, sometimes things
would come up and we would talk about them . And so, uh, those kids were very nice to me, all of
them were. I never had a problem with discipline when I was teaching at Logan East.

AB : So you were teaching in the school system through integration . Yo u did see that there was a
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difference between the black schools and the white schools when integration occurred.
DP: Yeah, but I, I, I, I think it was a difference in, there was a difference in one, in one way in my

classroom, but I think in the other -- there was 2: One, I thought that the kids that I taught at
Logan East were more receptive to teaching. I thought that the kids at Buffalo were more
receptive to social types of things than to . . . they would come and talk with you, too; and in
human relations types things . Because they understood already what you meant, you know. Like
when you're teaching, I -- some of, some of the white children were sort ofreserved because I
think they hadn't had, they hadn't had black teachers before really. And they, they had, uh, so
they were sort of reserved in their meeting, but I found that the more, the, the more well-to-do
the students were in, it wasn't the, it wasn't the lower class students that came and talked with
you, it was the upper class students, you know. As far as class status was concerned, they were
the people who had rich parents and who had down to, when you got down to the average
student, I think those average students were the same as they were in Buffalo. But, but the better
students in Buffalo didn't always come from the upper class. They were kids who were having
hard times and you know, you had a larger percentage of them coming from middle class families
or even from lower class families, families who had large, people who had large families . It would
depend on their parents and what they did, the -- you know, what they did, how the kids from the
black community lived. But those other, those white students from the island were more receptive
to talking to you and to learning. And that's because, I feel, because of the experiences that their
parents had given them and that they'd had. Because they were going, they, they read more than
I read, you know, in terms of reading. I think that's that 's an important thing . White kids, I
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found out, did more reading than black students in extracurricular reading . Cause they would
come to me when I -- I taught 2 years geography and then they put me in the library there because
they, that librarian was a 1st class librarian and I was, I had more library science than any other
teacher and I just had about 12 hours and so I had to be the librarian at that school. And these
kids would come in and ask for books to read and it kept me reading because I had to read things
to keep up with what they were doing. They'd come in and they'd say, "Ms. Payne, I read such
and such a thing, can you help me with another book of that sort?" And so in order to do that, I
had to, my, my, uh -- the lady that I boarded with cause I boarded in Logan, she said, "Doris,"
said, "you're always reading since you, since you went to Logan East." Said, "You didn't do that
when you were at Buffalo." But the difference was that I had to encourage those'kids to read
thing~ on levels that -- and they were books that I had already read . But here I had -- in order to
keep up with these kids from the island reading, I had to read more.
AB: As you look back on that time of the integration of the schools, how do you feel about

integration and what happened during that period?
DP: I feel that integration was the worst thing for blacks that ever happened . Because I think

they, the kids took on all the characteristics that were bad, took on most of the characteristics that
were bad and, and for some reason, and I'm not sure what the reason is, because, uh, I found that
it also, it, it made them so few in number in the schools until they were not -- only the really,
really good students were helped . Cause I, I remember in, in the schools that I taught in, uh, in
Logan East for instance, there wasn't, they didn't have too many problems with the black kid, but
I don't know that they were, what they were learning except in my class, but uh, they uh, in uh,
RW-N: Why do you think they weren't learning?

10]

DP: Because teachers weren't paying any attention to them. Because, um -- I've, I've been in

classes where I've been just -- I sat in a class just going in, you know, talking to the teacher for a
minute or 2, and, and those black kids are always just, unless they were very good students,
they'd just be sitting there doing nothing, you know, or doing things like they' d be in a situation
where they could sit back in the back of the room and talk. And that's not good.
RW-N : Now you said before that that when you taug~~ in an integrated class, you always looked,
counted the black kids (DP : I always knew . . .) and kind oflooked out for them?
DP: . . . how many black kids I had . I looked out. . .

bo.ck,,.o,.,.J i1derfw·enc~
RW-N : Did you especially look out for them? [iaawfble] Okay, I'm gonna, I'll re-ask you that
question. Did you especially look out for the black kids in your classrooms?
DP;: Yes, in my classrooms and all the rest of the classrooms I especially looked out for them

because -- not so much in Logan as I did when I came to Kanawha County. Because I knew all
of their parents and I knew that in some cases they were being short-changed. And so I would,
uh, I would encourage them in my class to do things and I would expect them to have their work
in my class and they knew that. They knew that I knew their mothers and some of them felt that I
was picking on them because they were black. But I, I think, I know that their mothers and
fathers explained to them what was happening. But I, I, I was in a class with, uh, with uh -- I've
seen them just let them sit around. Just like for instance, this boy, he was, he was a football
player and a basketball player, and, uh it was summertime and I had my classes outside and, uh,
we had to walk to the field like, as far as from, about a fourth of a mile. We had to walk about a
fourth of a mile to the, to the school field . And this boy was out of class every period He was
st

wanting to go to my class with me. So I, the I class, I said, "What class do you belong in?"
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And he said, 'Tm in study hall this time." Well I didn't -- I said, "No, you can't walk with me."
said, "You go on back to your class." So that same day, every time he was coming on to walk
with us, so finally I asked him, I said, "Why are you, who is letting you out of class?" I said,
"Why aren't you in a class?" And he said, "Ms. Payne, I can get out of everybody's class but
yours and Ms . Elkins' ." Ms. Elkins was a math teacher. He said, "They're the only classes I
can't get. .. " They'd just excuse him for whatever. He was out there walking, so I said, "Now
listen," I said, "you go back to your class and if you're not in your class when I come back, I'm
gonna get you." And so that kind of thing happened all the time. And then if situations happened
like where black kids were involved, teachers would always come to me, for instance, you know,
and say something about them so I would know -- just like they'd say, "Doris, I can't get so and
so to do spmething." And I'd say, "Call their parents." They were afraid to call the black
parents. So this one person I knew, I knew this girl real well and her girl was not a, a -- she was
bright enough to get her class work, but she was just into something all the time. So I knew her
mother real well and so I just, without them, I didn't even tell them. I said, 'Tm going and calling
her mother myself" So I went and called her mother and I told her. Okay. When she came back,
the teacher came back, the mother came to the school and saw the teacher and she, and so the
mother told the teacher then, "I want you to call me every time that she does something. I don't
want ... " You know, she said, "Ms. Payne told me, but I want you to tell me." So that's the
way.

And then the reason I know that it, that I was not mistreating the white kids was, and I, I,

because I made, I made them work, too. Ifl knew you had ability, you had to work in my
classes. And with the lower abilities classes, I got work that they could read. I'd, I

,c\'ld

my

own homework, I would gi ve them work that they could read and keep up with what we were
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talking about when they -- because we didn't have -- when they put the special ed kids in with the
regular kids. And so, uh, I had one student tell me just last year. We were in a session, in a
leadership session, and we were talking about schools and I was, and we got on this same subject
and so I was talking about..,And she said, "Well, Ms. Payne, you know one thing," she said, "You
always treated us the same." She said, "That's why, that's why I appreciated you as a teacher."
She said, "You always treated everybody the same." And I tried to do that, but when I knew -- I
had one black girl to tell me -- I was so disgusted with that child, but I, I hope I didn't show it.
But she came -- I had -- she was the only black girl in this class and we were in health and it was
American -- Black History Month, so I had these kids working on an assignment, uh, finding
black people who had, who had, uh, contributed to science or to health in any way -- the kinds of
the thing that they had done. So after class she came to me and she said, "Ms. Payne, I want to
I

talk to you." I said, "What do you want?" Cause she was like a pest, you know, and I would
always just kid her. And she said, "You embarrassed me in class today." I said, "I did? What did
I do?" And I was trying to think, you know, really, what had I done. She said, "You told those
kids to get, get some black people who had done things in science and health." I said, "Well,
what was wrong with that?" She said, "Ms. Payne, they're white kids, you shouldn't. .. " I said,
"Yes, I should." I said, "Don't your white teachers tell you things to get for white, for white
people?" And she said, "Yes, ma'am, but it's not . . ." I said, "It is the same thing." I said, "You
shouldn't be embarrassed like that." And I said, "I expect you to have your assignment when you
come back here, too ." I said, "And I expect you to get up and read your assignment." I said,
"Because you shouldn't be embarrassed." I said, "They should know what black people have
done for health and science." And I went on to tell her about this guy, uh, Drew who did the
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blood plasma and then he died because he was in an accident and they wouldn't give him a, a

[reo.so~

blood transfusion in a hospital and he died for that causi When he had established the blood
bank. And so then she sort of, she sort of reconciled herself to it. But I said, "You may as well
get used to that." I said, "Because we're going to be talking about it and I expect you (RW-N :
Mmm hmm) and all the rest of them to have it."
RW-N : Do you think that black children have benefitted in any way from integration of schools?

I've got 2 questions they re related. Have black kids gotten any benefits out of integration? And
secondly, would you, um, segregate the schools again if you had it in your power to do so? So
let's take the 1st one 1st . Any benefits?

DP: For black kids?
RW-N : For black kids.

DP: The only benefit that I can see, and they're very hard for me to see. And probably because of
my own background, they're hard for me to see, but, um, the only benefit that I can see is that in
some instances, they have been given the opportunity, although limited, to, uh, take classes that
they wouldn't take if they were in a black school or they had been, uh, I think that they have been,
they have been given closer, closer, uh ... They've been infused into a population before they get
ready to do the job so by the time they get into, uh, to where they have to go out and look for
jobs, they've already had that experience with white teachers and with white students so that they
can deal with things (RW-N: Yeah) and, you know, they can keep up with things. (RW-N: Mmm
hmm) So I think that's basically the greatest benefit that they've gotten in(RW-N: Mmm hmm,
mmm hmm) as far as I'm concerned. Uh, I could probably think of some more, but 'ifl thought a
long time, uh, because some of, some of them have developed relationships that are lasting with
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white (RW-N: Mmrn hmm) children, with other students, and so ...
AB: But would you turn the clock back? Would you undo it if you could?
DP : Ifl could tum the clock back and if, if, ifwe could erase all that's happened, I would, I

would say stay in segregated schools. But I think because of the things that we've had, we can't
really turn the clock back, but ifl, I think that it's the worst thing in the world for black kids.
And, and one of the things is that they have picked up all the bad habits and they didn't pick up
the good habits. There are some good habits that they could have picked up, but they didn't.
RW-N: Would you, for me, and for the sake of being brief, name one bad habit and one good

habit.
DP: One bad habit is that they, they, they lack respect that they used to have for,· for anybody.

Black kiqs used to be very respectful. Like the one thing was like, I think I told you this before,
that they, they rush out of the classroom without being dismissed, stuff like that. You didn't do
that in black schools.
RW-N: How much, how much do you think that that's a reflection of the white students and their

schools versus the fact that times have changed and that in general, (DP : Well . .. ) f}-esociety
has gotten more disrespectful?
st

DP: No, this was, this happened when, when integration 1 took place, when times weren't that

changed . And, and, and students came out of the white schools, I mean came out of the black
schools into the white schools. The other thing is the social life that they get. The social life is
different in black and white schools, and black kids miss that. I missed the relationship with
teachers that, that I had with black teachers. I missed that relationship when I went into the white
school; although I developed some good white friends in the school, I, it still wasn't like having a

106

black friend in the school. And, and I think the kids now miss that relationship. I think the kids
that I st went into integration missed that. They, they missed also that relationship with their
teachers that they had . They missed, uh, they missed the social life. And they missed scholarships
and things like that that they're not even introduced to in schools that. .. In black schools
somebody might have been looking out for a scholarship for them, but I noticed at West Virginia
Tech, not at West Virginia Tech, at East Bank High School, uh, kids were not given information
about scholarships until almost their senior year. Well, that's ridiculous for you to wait until your
senior year to get information about scholarships. And so all those things, it's just so many things,
uh, that I think that they miss by being in a, in a, and they, and when, being in an integrated
school. And then when they get out into the white world, they have not been taught anything
now by.' .. You can tell the difference in a kid that went to integrated schools and the kid that
'

started with a good, a family with a good background, a good black background. And you can
tell the difference in the students, I think, because they have, they have been integrated into
accepting the white way of doing things because they have to . And so they don't know anything
else about -- they don't know the things that they need to know, because in some families they're
not receiving that now. And in, in some of the families, they don't know it. I met a 44 year old
man at Bluefield State College who didn't know the school hymn either. And I said to him, "Why
don't you know it?" And you see, so he hasn't, he said, "We haven't had a thing about Bluefield
State College's historical information since we've been here'.' So that's the same way with it is in
teaching. When I taught, I made sure that the white and the black knew something about
whatever the blacks learned. When I was teaching history, they learned about the people who
were doing things, the black people who were doing things just like they do the white people.
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AB : I think we'd probably better wind up. There's one question I'd be curious about, as you

look back on your life, how do you feel about it? Do you think you had a smooth life or a bumpy
life or . . . uh .. . ?
DP: I think that, I think that my life was very sheltered in coming up. As a, as a child, my life was

very sheltered. I think I've had a lot of experiences that, that now since I've been reaching my old
age, I love it.
AB: You love being an older person?
DP: I love being an older person. And because, mainly, cause I've gotten through and I've got,

I've got enough to take care of myself that I don't have to worry about finances and I enjoyed my
home life though my, my parents were -- I, I wouldn't give anything for my, my background.
And

ll1Y parents were very exceptional people.

In my instance, we didn't have violence and stuff

like that at our house. We were taught to be religious, but we were exposed to all the things that
we should have, that my parents could afford to expose us to .
RW-N: Now Ms. Payne, you have been, you've stayed single all of your life, right?
DP: Mmm-hmm.

RW-N: And you've, and you're very -- continue to be very close to your family, to your sisters?
DP: Mmm-hmm.

RW-N: Okay, just wanted to check that out.
DP : Well, see my, my, my father had a lot of people who didn't get married . And my mother had,

uh, my mother's brothers never got married. And my mother's, one of my mother's sisters didn't
get married, and my ...
RW-N : So you ' re saying it runs in the family?
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AB: So it's alright.

[lo.ttrt"er J

DP: I think it runs in the family. I've never had problems with my brothers and sisters except that

some of my sisters, my sister and my brother, my older sister and my brother tell me that I missed
a lot by not being married. But I don't . . .
RW-N : So it seems to be a close family?
DP: Yes, it is a close family . And so I don't miss, I don't see that I missed and I really don 't miss

being, I don't, I have never been married so I don't know whether I miss it or not. But, but I've
gotten along alright without it.
RW-N: Do you, do you think that you have, um . .. let me back up for a minute . Have you had

any special dreams in your life? And do you think that you have fulfilled those dreams or did you
sort of take life one step at a time and it ' s turned out okay?

DP : Well, I took life as it comes and, like I told you, the only thing that I ever didn't do that I
wanted to do was join the navy. (RW-N : Yes) That's the only thing ...
AB: And be a bus driver.

DP: And be a bus driver. That's the only thing I think that I, I think that by being in a black
school, though I missed something that would have helped me to get on a different -- I would
have taken a different path because . . . I never took the Klider Preference Test until I was in
college. (RW-N : Mmm-hmm) See, if I'd have taken that test in high school, I wouldn't have been
a physical education teacher or a social studies teacher. But I. ..
RW-N : What would you have done?
DP I would have, I would have taken up carpentry. [laughter] I love it. I love carpentry work

and I would have -- cause my, my

K\.tder

Preference Test led me to mechanical things, you know,

109

to do mechanical things. But I was already entrenched in what I was doing so I wasn't going to
change at that point.

RW-N: Let me ask you something about that then - don't you think that that's an example of
how gender and being a female also shaped your life? (DP: I. .. ) I know some of it is
opportunities, I did understand that, but you don't think that's an example of that ...

DP: I'm sure it did cause we were never taught, but my sister took shop in high school, my -- the
one that I'm telling you was always getting in trouble. She took shop in high school and they
didn't offer me shop because I was doing what I was supposed to do academically. Now Costella
was, was, uh, into everything and she didn't really care about grades. (RW-M: Uh, huh)

She

got good grades (RW-N: Uh-huh) but she, I mean she got passing grades, she got B's and C's
and A's in ~ome cases ...

RW-N: So they put her off into shop as .. .
DP: But they put, because of her behavior .. .
RW-N: Because of that, right.
DP: Because she was al--; (RW-N: Right) she smoked, she smoked cigarettes. And she (RW-N:
Yes) and she was a leader in the school, but you had to really work with her to keep her leading
people the right way. (RW-N: Uh-huh). See, cause she could take them either way that she
wanted to take them. So she was a leader in the school and they didn't want her to get into
things, mischievous things -- so she liked shop. So, so she went to the principal and she said, "I
think it ought to be a class in this school for, for girls to take shop." She said, "I want to take
shop."

RW-N: Now if you could be one other thing today, what would it be? Or if, if you- would you
110

really go back and be a carpenter?

DP If I could be, I would be a carpenter.
RW-N: That's what you would be.

DP : Now that's not the only thing I would be, but that's one of the things (RW-N : That's one of
the things) that I'd like to be is a carpenter.
RW-N: Let me ask you another question, one of these sort of "look back on your life" kinds of

questions. Do you think you've changed much over your life? Now I know at, at one time you
said that you were shy, do you (DP: I think that there's 2 things .. .) still consider yourself shy?
DP: Yes, I think I am shy still. But, but I'm, I'm more outspoken. I've learned to be outspoken

and, and uh, I, and I think that I speak out about issues that I believe in, that I know that injustice
-- they mostly deal with injustices and I, and where I see I can make a difference, I try to make
that difference. And, but with uh, . . .
RW-N: How else have you changed?
DP: My, my family says I'm still stubborn. I was supposed to be the most stubborn person in the

family. And they say I'm still stubborn. I'm, I'm not a very flexible person and, and so I've only
changed a little bit in flexibility. Ifl believe something strongly, I'm -- my dad was that way, you
had to prove it. And so I still am that way. But I guess mostly I've changed in the way I, in the
way I, way I react to situations, I guess. My younger sister tells me that I've changed in the way
that I react to problems and that I've, I've become kinder, she says. [laughter] She says I used to
beat her up all the time, but I don't believe I beat her up all the time. I don't remember beating
her up all the time. I did beat her up once or twice, but not all the time. And so she says I've
changed in that way, that I'm, I'm more, uh, helpful to my family, stuff like that. But basically, I
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guess those basic characteristics I still, I -- they say I'm still stubborn and I'm still non, I'm still ..
RW-N: But some people get more rigid as they get older. You seem to have gone a little bit in

the other direction.
DP: Yes, I think I have. I think I've gone a little more on the direction. I get that cause of the

experiences I've had, that I've had .
AB : We'd better wind it up .

RW-N: Let me ask you one other thing. Is there anything that, we are very late so given that, is

there anything that we have left out that we should have asked you?
DP: Well, I can't think of it right now (RW-N: Okay.) but ifl think ofit, when you get ready to

leave, I'll tell you about it. (RW-N: Okay) Cause I've enjoyed, I've enjoyed talking to you cause
I got, I could talk forever, you know that and I've had, I guess I've had a lot of experiences in
different things and that makes me ...
RW-N : Well, there's a lot to tell about

alife.

DP: Yeah, that's right. I've lived a long time, I think and so I think of Zamphra Moore and this is

the one big change, and I want to get this on the tape. If you've got your tape on? (AB : Sure,
mrnm-hmrn) I've learned this, that when we went to school everybody learned to read and write.
I don't care how old you were, how slow they thought you were, everybody could read and write
when they finished grade school, not high school, but grade school. And I think that's the biggest
change and the biggest way that black students have been hurt. Now it's the black kids that
graduate and they're getting, now they get those Board of Regents diplomas that mean nothing.
And those kids didn't have the chance that the kids that went to segregated schools had because
the teachers, Mrs. Moore, said in a sorority meeting one time -- they were talking about the
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changes in kids, and she said, "I never taught a kid that didn't know how to read when they left
my classroom." And she was 80-some years old and she taught for 40-some years. So that's, I
think that's a good note to end on.

END OF INTERVIEWS
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